ELECTRICAL MACHINERY, APPARATUS, ENERGY

MICRO-STRUCTURAL AND NANO-TECHNOLOGY
MACROMOLECULAR CHEMISTRY, POLYMERS
THERMAL PROCESSES AND APPARATUS
ANALYSIS OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIALS
BASIC COMMUNICATION PROCESSES
SURFACE TECHNOLOGY, COATING

IT METHODS FOR MANAGEMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGY
TEXTILE AND PAPER MACHINES
BASIC MATERIALS CHEMISTRY
ENGINES, PUMPS, TURBINES
AUDIO-VISUAL TECHNOLOGY

OTHER CONSUMER GOODS

OTHER SPECIAL MACHINES

ORGANIC FINE CHEMISTRY
COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY
MATERIALS, METALLURGY

DIGITAL COMMUNICATION

CHEMICAL ENGINEERING
MECHANICAL ELEMENTS
TELECOMMUNICATIONS

MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY
PHARMACEUTICALS

CIVIL ENGINEERING

FURNITURE, GAMES
SEMICONDUCTORS

FOOD CHEMISTRY

BIOTECHNOLOGY

MACHINE TOOLS

MEASUREMENT

TRANSPORT

HANDLING

CONTROL

OPTICS
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The Japan Patent Office (JPO) has decided to publish its “JPO
Status Report 2015" as a means of providing more information
to the international community on the recent results of measures
and initiatives undertaken by the JPO, as well as means of sharing
statistics on the JPO in 2014 in a timely manner. The Status Report
was prepared for the first time this year, which is in addition to the

Annual Report that is published every year.

The number of patent applications filed in Japan in 2014 was
325,989. The number of filings has been gradually decreasing since
2006. However, when we look at the number of patent registrations
by filing year, the number is actually on the increase in the medium
to long term, indicating that companies are more careful in selecting
which patents they file applications for. The number of patent
applications filed from Japan to abroad was 201,410 in 2013 and the
number of PCT international applications filed was 41,292 in 2014,
showing that the number has almost doubled compared to 10 years
ago. Based on these statistics, we can see that business activities
are becoming globalized and that there is an increased need for
protecting technology beyond national boundaries.

In response to companies’ more carefully selecting which patents
to file applications for, the JPO is strengthening its patent examination
system, aiming at “the world" s fastest and utmost quality” . In
March 2014, the JPO achieved its ten-year goal of shortening the first-
action (FA) pendency to 11 months or less, i.e., the length of time
it takes for the JPO to issue its first actions. Furthermore, based on
deliberations conducted by the Intellectual Property Subcommittee

under the Industrial Structure Council, the JPO has set a new goal,
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which is to accelerate the examination process in order to shorten
the “total pendency period” over the next 10 years to 14 months or
less on average. In addition, the JPO has established a Subcommittee
on Examination Quality Management in August 2014 for the purpose
of conducting an objective evaluation of quality management for

examination.

The JPO has also enhanced its cooperation with other IP Offices
around the world in order to support globalized business activities.
We are currently conducting Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)
programs with 30 countries/regions. This program is designed to
enable applicants to acquire rights more quickly. Furthermore,
under the Global Dossier Initiative, we are actively contributing to
efforts aimed at linking IP Offices’ systems so as to facilitate sharing
information with each other on filings and examination, as well
make it possible for users to access such information. We are also
promoting cooperation with emerging countries such as those in the
ASEAN Region, by having examiners meet and discuss their respective
examination practices with each other, and thus, enable them to
gain a better mutual understanding of examination. In addition, in
order to advance discussions on global IP system, the JPO hosted
an international symposium in July 2014 attended by the Trilateral
Offices of the JPO, USPTO and EPO and the major European IP Offices
and a TM5 Meeting on trademarks attended by the five IP Offices in
Japan, the United States, Europe, China and Korea in December 2014,
both of which were held in Tokyo. At the TM5 Meeting, agreement
was reached to spin off the discussions on designs, which used to be
one of the sessions of the TM5 Meetings, and make them a whole,
separate, new meeting framework called the Industrial Design 5 (ID5)

Meeting.
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The JPO is also working to assist SMEs/venture companies that
form the backbone of economic support in local regions. Starting in
FY2014, as means of enhancing its support, the JPO is assigning IP
experts such as lawyers and patent attorneys to work at the JPO" s

“Comprehensive IP Support Service Counters” located in every
prefecture, in order to provide technical consultations on IP issues
more promptly. Furthermore, in response to the increasing number
of cases in which regions are being revitalized by regional brands,
Japan revised its law on regional collective trademarks in May 2014.
After the revision, more organizations have become eligible to register

regional collective trademarks.

From the perspective of making Japan the world" s leading IP-
based nation, the Patent System Subcommittee from March 2014 has
been discussing system-related issues, which support the innovation
system. For example, the Subcommittee is reviewing the Employee
Invention System; Japan’ s accession to the Patent Law Treaty
that standardizes domestic filing procedures in every country; the
Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks; and the scheme to revise
the JPO" s fee structure, which includes reducing patent annual fees.

In January 2015, the Subcommittee published a report it compiled on
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the issues. The Subcommittee will continue to deliberate on system-

related issues concerning IP rights.

The year 2015 marks the 130th year since the industrial property
system was established in Japan. The number of patents registered
in Japan until now is approximately 5.3 million, second to the United
States. It is also a milestone year for Japan. During 2015, Japan will
accede to the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement Concerning
the International Registration of Industrial Designs. In addition, non-
traditional marks such as “colors” and “sounds” will become
eligible for protection. The JPO is fully committed to implementing
initiatives that promote innovation, which is the source of industrial

competitiveness, and make the IP system more user-friendly.

Hitoshi Ito

Commissioner
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[General notes] 1) JPO Status Report 2015 reports on what was occurring around the intellectual property system in the world as well as initiatives and measures that the
Japan Patent Office implemented, especially focusing on 2014.
2) Figures and data are the latest, which are obtainable and publishable as of March 1, 2015. The numerical tables and graphs were created by the Japan
Patent Office unless otherwise noted.
3) In cases where the URL is inserted as the source of information, the contents may be renewed after the information was obtained to prepare this report.

4) There may be cases where the total number of tables or graphs is not the same as the sum of breakdown figures due to rounding.
JPO STATUS REPORT 2015 O O



2014 FEDELHRE

JPO's/Major Events in 2014

2014 £

18 :12 HE - & DRBICH VT 7O/ VRSN T T 1 268
2R 5 0ANMEIRRICHENT. B8 - PRENGZE 39 IBREDEHK
BIBERERE & 8RR

3 A : JPO-OPD & WIPO-CASE (iE#hiEiT

AR FHHEEDCNETO 10FER (FAT1) ZER

4R RBEBEOEARAERUE FHEAICEIZRERI—] 21
x (BERUBEERE 8 BIZAK)

48N RUF v —E NRREEORFESEZ 1 /3 CERY 5
BZh

48 #HEL - REITZREL [NMIESSHEERD] Ozt

58 BIEEEOHRSHORIICET B2, FEPESZIE

3

Meeting of IPS
Heads of Office

& June, 2014

=

2014

January : Japan commenced Global Patent Prosecution Highway
with 12 countries and regions

February : The 5th IP Committee set in total 39 short-term and long-
term goals for JPO.

March : Established linkage between JPO-OPD and WIPO-CASE

In the end of March : Achieved 10-year-goal (FA 11) in terms of
patent examination

April : Released Quality Policies that outlines fundamental principles
of the quality managemant of patent examination (in April), design
examination (in August) and trademark examination (in August).
April : Started program to reduce annual patent fees to 1/3

for small and medium-sized venture companies, and small business
operators

April : Assigned patent attorneys and lawyers at its IP Comprehensive
Support Counters, in order to enhance services

May : Revised the Patent Act and other acts in order to enhance

Japanese industrial competitiveness
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2014.07.10

June : JPO and USPTO basically agreed to enhance cooperation in
patent examination (JPO to act as a competent ISA * '/IPEA * 2 for
USPTO and Collaborative Search under the PCT)

June 6th : Held the 7th Meeting of the IP5 Heads of Office to take
forward to patent system harmonization

June 10th : Attended the High Level Forum on Intellectual Property,
which became the JPO Commissioner's first visit to Africa in nearly
30 years.

July 2nd : Held the 4th ASEAN-Japan Heads of IP Offices Meeting to
strengthen cooperation in the IP field

July 10th : Held an international symposium on the harmonization of
patent systems, where active discussions were held particularly on
the grace period

August : Established the Subcommittee on Examination Quality
Management aiming to achieve examination of the utmost quality in
the world
September : Held the 2nd JPO-SIPO-KIPO Trial and Appeal Expert

Meeting

#1 ISA : International Searching Authority
*2 IPEA: International Preliminary Examining Authority
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September 1st : Started the first Patent Prosecution Highway program
with a South American country, Columbia

September 22nd to 30th : The 54th WIPO Assemblies were held
in Geneva with the participation of Delegates from WIPO" s 187
member states.

September 24th : The Locarno Agreement Establishing an
International Classification for Industrial Designs entered into force in
Japan

October 1st : Started Patent Prosecution Highway with Malaysia, an
important industrial center for Japanese companies

November 10th : Held the 14th Japan-China-Korea Trilateral Policy

Dialogue Meeting to further enhance the cooperation in the IP field

November 17th : Held in Tokyo for the first time in Asia the "IP
Statistics for Decision Makers", commemorating the 50th anniversary
for Japan to become a member of OECD

December 3rd to 5th : Held the 3rd Meeting of Five Trademark
Offices (TM5) in Tokyo to discuss the 12 projects, including bad faith

trademark filings
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December 3rd to 5th : Reached agreement with the TM5 offices to
separate design matters into a new industrial design forum, called
‘ID5."

2015

January 5th : Launched Chinese and Korean Gazette Translation and
Search System

February 2nd : Established a new service called "Emergency Call for
Trade Secrets" starting consulting on trade secrets and IP strategies
February 2nd to 6th : Held the 22nd Meeting of International
Authorities under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT/MIA) and the
5th Quality Subgroup Meeting at the Japan Patent Office (JPO)
February 12th : Started posting Japan's trademark information on the
world's largest trademark database

February 13th : Deposited an instrument of accession to the
Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement Concerning the International
Registration of Industrial Designs

March 23rd : Reformed the Industrial Property Digital Library (IPDL)

into a new format called J-PlatPat
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Chapter 1
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Patents
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Current Status of Patent Applications and
Registrations

Changes in the Number of Patent
Applications and Requests for Examination
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X 1 O FEFiHREH DTS (2005-2014)
Chart 1 : Changes in the Number of Patent Applications (2005-2014)
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Chart 2 : Changes in the Number of Requests for Examination (2005-2014)
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The number of patent applications remained
unchanged at a high level, over 400,000, until 2006
when the trend was reversed. The number had
remained around 340,000 since 2009, and it became
lower in 2014, which was 325,989 ( a 0.7% decrease
compared to the previous year). In 2014, the number of
requests for examination was 245,535 and the number
of patent registrations was 227,142.

(f#%)
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SR AFRHICED<ERRHRE (PCT
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(Note)

The number of patent
applications is the sum of
domestic applications and
PCT international applications
which entered the national
phase. Also, PCT international
applications are counted
based on the day of receiving
documents for national
phase.

(1#Z)

2009~201 2F DEEFHRHHUC
FEEFRBOMAELERIEET)
BALTLRBONEEND,

(Note)

The number of requests for
examination includes those
that are subject to the fee
deferral system.
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Changes in the Number of Patent
Applications, Requests for Examination,
etc. by Year of Application Filing

BB CEEF R SEEHRIAED THHHDD.
HREFRICRICFFERARICBERTNXIBIMEDCH 5.
ZDTENS HEADNEFEHRRUOBAFBKICHIWBEE
IOTENIRMNE EEEICHITRANHEEIECHVTENS
BADEBRARSNDDHEIENEZX D

O HEEEFR! TR S FETHRRG M S FEER M S TSR 0T (1990-2014)

Although the number of patent applications and
requests for examination has been gradually decreasing
over the past years, the number of patent registrations
by year of application filing has tended to be increasing.
This shows that applicants have become more
selective in both filing applications and filing requests
for examination, meaning that intellectual property
strategies of companies, etc. are shifting from quantity
to quality.

Chart 3 : Changes in the Number of Patent Applications, Requests for Examination, etc. by Year of Filing Applications (1990-2014)
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Changes in the Number of PCT
International Applications
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Chart 4 : Changes in the Number of PCT International Applications (2005-2014)
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The number of International applications based on
the Patent Cooperation Treaty, filed with the JPO as
the receiving office, (hereinafter referred to as PCT
international applications) had been increasing until
2013, but in 2014 it decreased by 4.1% year-on-year
to 41,292.
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The Number of Patent Applications by
Country of Origin of Applicant (Top 10
Countries/Regions)

HEAEFERC2014F 0T LB MZ RS . BER%ER
TROEZVE-MIEHEKETHY. 25,9984 (WPCTEHRLE

Looking at the number of Patent applications filed
with the JPO in 2014 by country of origin of applicant,

(F15,4214F) THoTco RVTRTYH6,6154 (APCTEE the t.Op country/reglon was. the United St.ates. of
America, excluding Japan, with 25,998 applications

HEA(F4,7864) . BEN5.6821F (WPCTEHELIR(E2.586 (including 15,421 PCT international applications),

) Tholco o HMHBRHRICEHINEADBRBEHROE] followed by Germany with 6,615 applications (including

A(218.4% THoT-s 4,786 PCT international applications) and the Republic
of Korea with 5,682 applications(including 2,586 PCT
international applications). The ratio of the number of
applications filed by foreign applicants out of the total
applications was 18.4%.

EX 5 O HEAEFERILEEHE LA 10 AE - #his (2014)
Chart 5 : Number of Patent Applications by Country of Origin of Applicant (Top 10 Countries / Regions) (2014)
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KE / United States of America 25,998 15,421 4,963
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#E / Republic of Korea 5,682 2,586 47
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A1 A / Switzerland 2,454 1,650 415
#3524 / Netherlands 2,239 1,863 203
*E / United Kingdom 1,731 1,248 224
&8 / Taiwan 1,408 83 185
AT—7> / Sweden 1,038 726 152
ZDMDHE / Others 6,882 4,870 879
#8HHBA{4%% / Total Number of Applications 325,989 58,337 8,520

20,616 288

60,030 37,721 8,232

(1#Z)
KPOPCTERLEDOHTE.
2014F(ICHEABICERBITLE
HEERY.

(Note)

The number of PCT
international applications
represents those which
entered the national phase.
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The Number of Patent Applications by
Technology Field

201 3F DN BFHFFFLRAM. EXHEN. ERXKE. €
[IFNF N33, 7264 RZEZLLRNTIVEI—I—F
7./0Y—=N"20,629% ToHholc. 1. ZEDBLDEFT 1Y
OEE. +/77./09—ThW. 1144 TH ol

Chart 6 : Number of Patent Applications by Technology Field (2013)
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Looking at the number of patent applications by field in
2013, the fields where the most number of applications
were filed were electrical machinery, apparatus,
energy with a total of 33,726 applications, followed
by computer technology with 20,629 applications. On
the other hand, the fields where the least number of
applications were filed were micro-structural and nano-
technology with 114 applications.

(&%)
2013FEDHEEDSIERETN
EHHEIPC(ERBHDE)
EEECWIPONER L
ity 8 (IPC8-Technology
Concordance)lCE D& L
Teo KO THIEMSHICEY TS
NEHRERFZATOEN,.

(Note)
This graph was based
on the IPC8-Technology
Concordance which was
created by WIPO using
patent applications published
in 2013, classified according
| to the IPC. Thus, applications
35,000 which were withdrawn
before classifications were
granted are not included.

30,000

JPO STATUS REPORT 2015



=

JEfZ / Rank
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Top 10 Companies for Patent Registrations

2014 FE DR FERTMEEERICRIE H1UEFV/
> T45974 B2 =T T4, 5064 FE3LE/FY
ZYTTL207HTHY BEEBBEREA-H DIV

10DKREBH%ZEEDTz.

O Y5EtSERIFE NI 10 # (2014)
Chart 7 : Top 10 Companies for Patent Registrations (2014)

—

tHFEA / Applicant

F*+7./> / Canon Inc.

SR /
Number of
Registrations

=Z&H# / Mitsubishi Electric Corporation

/XY=y / Panasonic Corporation

N39BE)E / TOYOTA MOTOR CORPORATION

52 / TOSHIBA CORPORATION

1JJ— / Ricoh Company, Ltd.

E158 / FUJITSU LIMITED

72— / DENSO CORPORATION

O © N O U b W N

EL71I)LA / FUJIFILM Corporation

—
o

AEEHIZ / Honda Motor Co., Ltd.

KEEOHFHREFR OB S LU

HEFERES A0 X

Looking at the number of patent registrations in
2014 by applicants, the top company was Canon Inc.
with 4,597 patent registrations, followed by Mitsubishi
Electric Corporation with 4,506 patent registrations and
Panasonic Corporation with 4,267 patent registrations.
Electronic and automobile manufacturers occupied
majority of the top 10 ranks.

(&%)
HEHEBAEHES>TVREHDESHTET
o
INFYIZYIEINFIZYTIPRR I AN
DHHEZT,

(Note)

Includes applications filed by more
than one applicant.

The number of registrations by
Panasonic Corporation includes
those by Panasonic IP Management
KK.

Changes in the Number of Patent
Applications Filed by Universities, etc.
in Japan, and Top 10 Universities that
Registered Patents Most

RTLOZZSTHADKZEA SO FFH A3, 2004
FOEULKRPEAMEZRECRRITEINL. 2005F (2(F7F
HEBAIC, ZDH2007F 20— 7 (CHRMERICH oI h'.
201 4F DR FFEBEAEIIRIFLES.2%IBND6,899 Toholz,

EX 8 O AZEFH 5 OFFETHEEM#DH#ER (2003-2014)
Chart 8 : Changes in the Number of Patent Applications Filed by Universities in Japan (2003-2014)

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

O 1 I JPO STATUS REPORT 2015

2012 2013 2014 G / Year

The number of patent applications filed by universities
including approved TLOs (technology licensing
organizations) had grown rapidly since 2004 when
all national universities became incorporated, and it
exceeded 7,000 in 2005. After hitting the peak in 2007,
it gradually decreased. However, 2014 marked a slight
increase. In that year, the number of applications filed
by universities was 6,899, a 5.2% increase compared to
the previous year.

(%)
HRAPNKZRNERPEE T DHRE
ABDOHERUERTLOD L EE AR
5. EEFEOHALELSE.

(Note)

The data is based on counting
applications filed by Dean of a
university or filed under the name
of a university and TLOs. In cases
where more than one university
jointly filed an application, each
university was counted.
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Chart 9 : Top 10 Universities for Patent Registrations (2014)

4#% / Number of
Registrations

295

BT / Rank

KE / University

—_

ERIRAZ / The University of Tokyo

2 ER4LK% / Tohoku University 291
3 RRILFAKRY / Tokyo Institute of Technology 176
4 REKRZ / Kyoto University 164
5 FUMNKZ / Kyushu University 156
6 KFRAZ: / Osaka University 155
7 BEEKXRZ / Nagoya University 144
8 EEXS / Hokkaido University 104
9 BERZKRE / Keio University 92
10 fEMAZ / Shinshu University 90

EARFEE / Total 4,529
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As for the number of patent registrations by university
in 2014, the top university was The University of Tokyo
with 295 patent registrations, followed by Tohoku
University with 291 patent registrations, and Tokyo
Institute of Technology with 176 patent registrations.

(BZ)
HEANKZRNEAZET T BFRE
ABOHERUERTLOD L EERR-
&t EEFEOHBEHBEEST.

(Note)

The data is based on counting
applications filed by Dean of a
university or filed under the name
of a university and TLOS. In cases
where more than one university
jointly filed an application, each
university was counted.

Current Status of Patent Applications and
Registrations in the World

R OKEFHRE A D#R

Changes in the Number of Patent
Applications in the World

HFRDORFEF AT 20045 (2157 5HF 4 TH M.
ZD10FET.6MB(CBML. 201 3F(3256.8 5F# TH ol

B 10 O SR OIFEFHBRFSR DR (2004-2013)
Chart 10 : Changes in the Number of Patent Applications in the World (2004-2013)

B S TeUEEELE SEREAHREEC L BLE

33% are applications by

[l SEE{EE1C & BU55FHEA / Non-Resident non-resident

|| BIEBIC & BISFHEA / Resident

2N7s. ‘
2 g i

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

2004 2005 2012 2013 RS / Year

The number of patent applications filed in the world
was 1.575 million in 2004, but it had grown 1.6 times
over the past ten years, and in 2013, 2.568 million
applications were filed.

(#Hl/ Source)
WIPQO Statistics on the PCT System
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Changes in the Number of Patent
Registrations in the World

HERDRFF SRS 2004F (2621 FHTH N S
D10FET.9fBICIEBMNL. 2013FF117.0H54THhol,

Bk 11 Ot ROFEFERHLADHETE (2004-2013)
hanges in the Number of Patent Registrations in the World (2004-2013)

Chart 1

30.10S0.998S1 .4 30.6
26.10926.1

69.5 72.0
60.8
5.2

5
46.5 465 48.6
360 370 °f

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 28/ Year

AR ICEH 1T BHEFHRG R DR

The number of patent registrations in the world was
0.621 million in 2004, and it had grown 1.9 times over
the past ten years, and in 2013, 1.170 million patents
were registered.

(&#l/ Source)
WIPO IP Statistics Data Center

Changes in the Number of Patent
Applications Filed with the Five IP Offices
(IP5 Offices)

201 3 DEKRRPBEARKHITCH T IRFLHEFHZ
K2 BAERHTUPO) 3.32.85H%ThHY . BINKEFT
(EPO) (14.85#F) EHICRIFRWMIR LTz, Tz, BIE B,
PEERAHEER (SIPO) FAIFL26.3%IBN82.5H4T
S HEIBNABREIIS>TWV S,

B 12 ORAXNFEFTICH 1T B1HEFHREMHED#EF (2009-2013)
Chart 12 : Changes in the Number of Patent Applications Filed with the IP5 Offices (2009-2013)

2009 2010 201 2012
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2013 BB / Year

Looking at the changes in the number of patent
applications filed with the IP offices of Europe, Japan,
the Republic of Korea, China and the United States of
America in 2013, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) received
328,000 applications, and the Europe Patent Office
(EPO) received 148,000 applications, which shows both
offices experienced slight decreases compared to the
previous year. However, the State Intellectual Property
Office of the P.R.C. (SIPO) received 825,000 applications,
a 26.3% increase year-on-year, which was remarkably
rapid growth.

(&)

SIPO  :SIPO D7k
USPTO : USPTODT7H K
KIPO 1 KIPO wx 7k
EPO  :EPO Wz 7H1h

(Sources)

SIPO  : SIPO website
USPTO : USPTO website
KIPO  : KIPO website
EPO  : EPO website
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Changes in the Number of PCT Member

PCTHIERERUPCTER LRGSO Nations and PCT International Applications
PCTHEEHMUOPCTEHREEH#ZED L. B The number of PCT member nations and international

MHEMIZEH . 201 4FEFVTNEBERSKEEHFTL TS, applications has been growing over the past years, and
in 2014 both numbers remained the highest level.

B 13 O PCT MIZEERV PCT EIFHFEHEIDH#TE (2005-2014)

Chart 13 : Changes in the Number of PCT Member Nations and PCT International Applications
(2005-2014)

250,000

200,000 () ‘
— PCTHIBEHWIPOIZ7H1

PCTEREBREAECWIPO Statistics on
the PCT System

150,000 2015438108815
(Sources)

100,000 Number of PCT Member Nations:
WIPO website

PCT International Applications:
WIPO Statistics on the PCT System
As of March,10 2015

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 GRS / Year

Changes in the Number of PCT
R OHEABEERIOPCTEIFHFEMLL D International Applications by Country of

6 HRBRUES Residence of Applicant and Its Ratio

HRICHITZ2014FDOEBABEER OPCTEHR LR Looking at the number of PCT international
HHEBBE. FA10HET86.9%% G-, O&xeke  applications filed in the world in 2014 by country of

- residence of applicant, top 10 countries accounted for
19.8%% CKEIERWTEWVEIGZHER Wd,
ESD KB TR HGEM-FL TS 86.9% of the total number of applications in the world.

Japan accounted for 19.8%, which was the second
highest next to the United States of America.

Bk 14 O tHFROHEABEERID PCT EFFHERG D2 (2010-2014) RUEIE (2014)
Chart 14 : Changes in the Number of PCT International Applications by Country of Residence of Applicant (2010-2014) and Its Ratio (2014)

fth/ Others
(27.800) Y-
13.0% K Jnited

(&*} / Source)
WIPQO Statistics on the PCT System
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(&# / Source)
WIPO Statistics Data Center

(%)
USPTO Utility Patent A5

(Note)
The data of USPTO is based
on utility patent.

(&)

USPTO : USPTO wx7H1k
SIPO 1 SIPO x7HAK
EPO  : EPO wx7H1h
KIPO : KIPO w71k
(Sources)

USPTO : USPTO website
SIPO  : SIPO website
EPO @ EPO website
KIPO : KIPO website

BED SiBAN OEFHEE R O#RE

Changes in the Number of Patent
Applications from Japan to Foreign Offices

BADSBANDSFHEAEIE. 20045F(3141,6074
THOIEN . CDI10ET.AZITEIL. 20138E(F201,410
HTHo,.

The number of applications from Japan to abroad
was 141,607 in 2004, but over the past ten years it has
increased 1.4 times, and in 2013 it was 201,410.

B 15 O BAED 5 OEAN\DFFEFHEGEDOH#R (2004-2013)
Chart 15 : Changes in the Number of Patent Applications from Japan to Foreign Offices (2004-2013)

200,000

150,000

100,000
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2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

BEALKLZEEE - HEAAD
EE i S (OF 1:2 29

2012 2013 Hpae / Year

Changes in the Number of Patent
Applications Filed with Major Offices by
Japanese Applicants

201 3FEDHAANCFBEEE B\ DORFERARIE.
KEFFFERT (USPTO) N\ (FRIFL4.2%E(D84,967 #.
PEERAFBEES (SIPO) NEE2.6%FD41,1934 [
INRFEFT (EPO)NX[E0.4%58 D 22,4054 S HIF L TR A
UTeo b3 BBEIFEFFT (KIPO) N ZE)1.8%1END 16,3004 T
Hol,

As for the number of patent applications filed with
major offices by Japanese applicants in 2013, 84,967
applications were filed with the USPTO, a 4.2%
decrease year-on-year, 41,193 applications were filed
with the SIPO, a 2.6% decrease year-on-year, and
22,405 applications were filed with the EPO, a 0.4%
decrease year-on-year. On the other hand, 16,300
applications were filed with the KIPO, marking a 1.8%
increase year-on-year.

BZE 16 O BEAIC KL ZEEE -H#EIN\ OIFETHFEGE DT (2009-2013)
Chart 16 : Changes in the Number of Patent Applications Filed with Major Offices

by Japanese Applicants (2009-2013)

2009

2011

2010
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BFEEDS>5 NEICORETH
BSN3HHDLE BRDOLE
ADZ7O—/NIVEFERE T T
F—9%EFALTIER. KEFE- KR
MEFELBAOZ O—/VLHER
[F.WPI(World Patents Index)
F—IERALUTERL TSI T
— IS ICABISNICRHET
RELTWD,

*1 This graph shows the
ratios of patent applications
filed with the JPO which
were also filed with foreign

IP offices. The ratios of global
filings by Japanese applicants
were created based on the
JPO database. The ratios of
global filings by applicants
from US and European
countries were created
based on the WPI (World
Patents Index) database,
reflecting what was published
at the time of obtaining the
data above.
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7' 0—-NIVHFEREOHEE Changes in the Global Application Rate

BAROHEANZ O—/VLHEE" 3. 2008 LU0
MBS 201 2FF31% TH ol

The global application rate*' of Japanese applicants
has been increasing since 2008, and marked 31% in
2012.

Bk 17 © 7'0—/\V)LHEREDH#ER (2008-2012)
Chart 17 : Changes in the Global Application Rate (2008-2012)
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2009 2010 201 2012 dEESE / Year
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Chapter 2 Utility Models

SKAFERSIRHADIRIK

KAMRSREREENRY
KAMREMFHES(FRUE R DO H#FS

Current Status of Utility Model Applications

Changes in the Number of Utility Model
Applications and Technical Reports of
Expert Opinion on Registrability of Utility
Models

1994 F (CHEAZRAE THIMEAHMEHEICEITL
TUURE . RAFERERERAEBIRDD—RELE>TH.
20T AT (FRIEFLL6.9%BD7,0954 T olz. RAFERIM
SHIMS DR S KA RS R L B BEBRHAMER
1234 201 4F(FRIFL11.1%BD49T1HTH Tz,

The number of utility model applications has been
steadily decreasing since it shifted to the new utility
model system in 1994, when the non-substantive
examination principle was adopted. In 2014, it
decreased by 6.9% to 7,095. The number of technical
reports of expert opinion on registrability of utility
models has been also decreasing, and marked 491, a
11.1% decrease year-on-year in 2014.

E%x 18 O XAHRSTEFEHEDH#ER (2005-2014)
Chart 18 : Changes in the Number of Utility Model Applications (2005-2014)

12,000
10,000
8,000
6,000
4,000
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EF 19 O KAMREMEHHE MR DH#TR (2005-2014)
Chart 19 : Changes in the Number of Technical Reports of Expert Opinion on
Registrability of Utility Models (2005-2014)
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(Note)

The number of PCT
international applications
represents those which
entered the national phase.
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HFAAEFERIRAMRRS R R
L SHE - bz

The Number of Utility Model Applications
by Country of Origin of Applicant (Top 5
countries / Regions)

HRAEERC2014FNRAMTERERILEZRHE.
BARZRERLZVE-MIFHIEFEETHY . 1.17568 (RPCTE
BRHEREIFS ) Tdholco RV THREN 2574 (APCTERHEE
(F414F) CKEH 69 (APCTERRHFEE334) Tholz. £
T HHEBABICESD2NEADEBHHDEIG(E23.5%T
Holz.

Looking at the number of utility model applications
filed with the JPO in 2014 by country of origin of
applicant , the top country/region was Taiwan,
excluding Japan, with 1,175 applications (including
5 PCT international applications), followed by China
with 257 applications (including 41 PCT international
applications) and the United States of America with
69 applications (including 33 PCT international
applications). The ratio of the number of applications
filed by foreign applicants out of the total applications
was 23.5%.

E= 20 O HAAEFERILEEE LIS A E -ithis (2014)
Chart 20 : Number of Utility Model Applications by Country of Origin of Applicant (top 5 Countries/Regions)(2014)

AE AR /

Applications filed by Japanese applicants

SHEAHFAAE /
Applications filed by foreign applicants

&5 / Taiwan

SER#ZE / Utility Models

HREAE / Number of Applications

(M) PCTEBRHFE /
(Included)

PCT International
Applications

[ / China

KE / United States of America

R / Germany

#E / Republic of Korea

ZDfthDHE / Others

FSLEFEF2Y / Total Number of Applications
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Chapter 3 Designs

BESRHFE - EROTIR

BEESREMEFBOHE

Current Status of Design Applications and

Registrations

Changes in the Number of Design
Applications

BREBRHEGHI. 2005F 039,254 5—T(C. Z
NS SR AMERIC B o7, 2009F LI (3 D DR =12
DRULEBHSFFREVTHRE L. 201 4F (3RIFHE4.5%8
29,738 TdH oI,

% 21 O RESRHREHOHRE (2005-2014)
Chart 21 : Changes in the Number of Design Applications (2005-2014)

Bz 22
Chart 22
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EESRHBOME

After peaking at 39,254 applications in 2005, the
number of design applications had decreased until
2009, when it gradually began to level off with minor
fluctuations. In 2014, it decreased by 4.5% compared
to the previous year to 29,738.

Changes in the Number of Design
Registrations

O RESRHHDIHER

BESFHHT.2005F 032,633 =2E—T(2. 200
BHERVRLENS2HHETHBL. 2014F3R1IFL
3.5%RND27,3064 THholc,

(2005-2014)

: Changes in the Number of Design Registrations (2005-2014)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

2012 2013 2014 =R/ Year

O 2 2 JPO STATUS REPORT 2015

After peaking at 32,633 design registrations in 2005,
the number of design registrations remained under
30,000 with minor fluctuations. In 2014, it decreased
by 3.5% compared to the previous year to 27,306.
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The Number of Design Applications by

HEAEERNEESF R Country of Origin of Applicant (Top 10
9 LEI10HE - Shig Countries/Regions)
HREAEFERIC2014F0EESHREBHF MRS BA Looking at the number of design registrations filed

EREE6LLOE MEEKRETSHY. 1,629 TdH o7 I with the JPO in 2014 by country of origin of applicant,

THREN630M. A1 AN3626F THolc. Fio  MHBREHE the t_op country/reglon Was_the United St_ate; of
America, excluding Japan, with 1,629 applications,

[CEDBHEADLRFHDEIG316.4%THoT. followed by the Republic of Korea with 630 applications

and Switzerland with 362 applications. The ratio of the
B 23 O tHREAEFERIHREHE LA 10 AE -5 (2014) number of applications filed by foreign applicants out of
Chart 23 : Number of Design Applications by Country of Origin of Applicant (Top 10 the total applications was 16.4%.

Countries/Regions) (2014)
EIE / Design

HFEFE / Number of Applications

ﬁﬁéﬁiﬁgﬁg éy Japanese applicants 24,868

NEALRRES / . 4,870

Applications filed by foreign applicants ’
KE / United States of America 1,629
#HE / Republic of Korea 630
A1 / Switzerland 362
RV / Germany 315
$E / China 250
& / Taiwan 247
52X / France 240
#<5>4" / Netherlands 220
RE / United Kingdom 197
197 / ltaly 132
ZDOSE / Others 648

#SHiFE(4#8 / Total Number of Applications 29,738

Top 10 Companies for Design
a BESRHFH G104 Registrations

2014ENEREFRHERZEERICED L. BIAI/NFY Looking at the number of design registrations in
Ty Th664 E2MIF=EEBK TI744. BIMUF=EE 2014 by applicants, the top company was Panasonic

L= Corporation with 566 registrations, followed by
S313H Tholco BEIEIC ZE| N
TENBMCHOT ERCCAADEDESSLON, L Mitsubishi Electric Corporation with 374 registration

LEZ> T2 U ERBEIEMFLRAKTHY B~ and SAMSUNG ELECTORONICS CO.LTD. with 313
LV, registrations. The companies highly ranked were
almost the same as the previous year, the majority of

B® 24 O BEEESFM4M L1041 (2014) which were electronics manufacturers.
Chart 24 : Top 10 Companies for Design Registrations (2014)

gz /| &g/ ; EERFE / Number
Rank | 2013 tHRA. / Applicant of Registrations
1 - (1) /XYy / Panasonic Corporation 566
2 | = 2) =2 E# / Mitsubishi Electric Corporation 374
— (&%)
v =25 LTD.
3 (5) =82&F / SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS CO,.LTD, 313 A BELEA ST
4 | 7 (6) LIXIL 7 LIXIL Corporation 283 JSFUT TG ISF T IIPTRIAS
5 x| @3 S +—7 / Sharp Corporation 277 beET,
6 N (4) ENEHERT / OKAMURA CORPORATION 257 (Note)
7~ | @® KEFH T / Honda Motor Co., Ltd 194 The applicants in this list represent
v : head applicants in design
8 | 7 (21) 9479 L—2X / Takeda Lace Co., Ltd. 173 applications.
9 2 (17) BrESSNE / NISSAN MOTOR CO.LTD. 168 The number of registrations by
= = Panasonic Corporation includes
10| 7 (34) TILY— ITL7hO=7JR / LG Electronics Inc. 163 those by Panasonic IP Management
KK.
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The Number of Design Applications by

6 SEHRBESRHEEE Class
20145 O HHBESRERAHI. BREFRMFIEN As for the number of design applications by class,

OSEEEMEE A 043 R E S < RV CEEARR UK the top class was Electric and Electronic Machinery

. . . and Instruments, Communication Machinery and
FoRGH 3,542  ETEREN 3.3 15# T ol. . -
e fr e frees Instruments  with 4,943  applications, followed by

Office Supplies and Merchandising Goods with 3,542
applications, and Goods for Daily Living with 3,315
applications.

Bz 25 O SEHFIRESRHEHAE(2014)
Chart 25 : Number of Design Applications by class (2014)
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HER (- 554 2 EESSEE - 2anEe | Current Status of Design Applications and

Registrations in the World

Changes in the Number of Design
R OBESFHEEHAR DR Applications in the World

HRORFEESRHEBELHEIE. 2004F(234.9F5 5 TH 1M The number of design applications filed in the world

CO10ET2.74E (4L . 201 34395, 7 HHETEH T was 0.349 million in 2004, and it had grown 2.7 times
PIOFe27BISEIY * HtFces over the past ten years, marking 0.957 million in 2013.

EX 26 O tROBESIRBREHLDHER (2004-2013)
Chart 26 : Changes in the Number of Design Applications in the World (2004-2013)

(&# / Source)
WIPO [P Statistics Data Center

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013  HEELF / Year

Changes in the Number of Design

g HFRDOEESRHLDHE Registrations in the World
HARDBREEFHEE. 2004F(227 255 THO=N.CD The number of design registrations in the world was
10ET2AE(CHBIIL. 201 35364, 7 5 TEH 1= 0.272 million in 2004, and it had grown 2.4 times over

the past ten years, marking 0.647 million in 2013.

EZx 27 O tHROBESHRHADHER (2004-2013)
Chart 27 : Changes in the Number of Design Registrations in the World (2004-2013)

(&# / Source)
WIPO IP Statistics Data Center
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Changes in the Number of Design
Applications Filed with Major Offices.

FEF HBCHTIREERERIHERSE. 2013560
PEERFHEES (SIPO) (FRIFL0.3%BN659,56 3¢ C&
EFED 201 2FFTOBESHBMBUN LFE o7z, Fiz. BUNHEEHA
EIERE T (OHIM) (FREHHE6.9%EN88,859¢ . BEF
FFT (KIPO) ZREHAE7.0%END 70,07 64 KERETEAET
(USPTO) ([F[E19.9%18(D36,034# & VLT NERTELL THEIL
7e—73  BRERFEFT UPO) (3. E3.9%imND 31,1 254 T oTc,

Bz 28 O FZEE -HEADRESRHRH-HOHTRE (2009-2013)
Chart 28 : Changes in the Number of Design Applications Filed with Major Offices (2009-2013)
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BEALCLZEEE - HEAAD
BRESHREMFBOHES

Looking at the changes in the number of design
applications filed with major offices, the SIPO received
659,563 applications, a mere 0.3% increase year-on-year,
which indicates that the outstanding growth stopped.
On the other hand, the OHIM received 88,859 designs
in applications, increased by 6.9% vyear-on-year, the
KIPO received 70,076 designs in applications, increased
by 7.0% year-on-year and the USPTO received 36,034
applications, increased by 9.9% year-on-year. Although
the four offices experienced growth from the previous
year, the JPO experienced 3.9% year-on-year decreased
with 31,125 applications.

(1#Z)
N FEEDHIEF. ZNZ N OHIM. KIPO A
HESNICBEHETRT .

(Note)
OHIM and KIPO's numbers are each numbers
of designs.

(&H)

OHIM : OHIM 71k

BE : KIPODI7H%1h

ZOMfth : WIPO IP Statistics Data Center

(Sources)

OHIM : OHIM website

KIPO : KIPO website

Others : WIPO Statistics Data Center

Changes in the Number of Design
Applications Filed with Major Offices by
Japanese Applicants

Bz 29

201 3FNHEANC LD EEE HENORESREREAL.
PEERAHEES (SIPO) A\ (EE10.6%HND4,2964F. KM
HEFBEFERET (OHIM) AIZE10.9%H 72,6104 KEFF
SFEIRFT (USPTO) N\ (FATELLS. 4% B2, 41 14 BERFETT
(KIPON(FEI8.5%EMD 1,306 Tdhrh). LWINDEEE- #ES
NDEEERAI Uz

BAEANC & ZEEER -HENOBESRHREH DT (2009-2013)

Chart 29 : Changes in the Number of Design Applications Filed with Major Offices by
Japanese Applicants (2009-2013)

2009 2010
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2011 2012 2013 BB / Year

As for the number of design applications filed
with major offices by Japanese applicants in 2013,
4,296 applications were filed with the SIPO, a 10.6%
decrease year-on-year, 2,610 applications were
filed with the OHIM, a 10.9% decrease year-on-year,
2,411 applications were filed with the USPTO, a 9.4%
decrease year-on-year, and 1,306 applications were
filed with the KIPO, 8.5% decrease year-on-year. As is
clearly shown, the number of applications filed with any
of the major offices decreased in 2013.

(%)
BN EBEOHIER. 2Nz OHIM
KIPO NS NI-BEHETR .

(Note)
OHIM and KIPO's number are
each numbers of designs.

(&x})
FM : OHIM 75k
ZMAth 1 WIPO IP Statistics Data Center

(Sources)
OHIM : OHIM website
Others: WIPO IP Statistics Data Center
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Current Status of Trademark Applications

and Registrations

Changes in the Number of Trademark
Applications

AEIEEREEGRE. 2007014322142 5—7(12. %
NUBEFIOFHDSITAHETHELTOIEN. 20145
BIEFEED.8%IBND 124,442 THolc. NERER D& ERE1R
BIRHEARISRIELL7 5% /D 12,6724 T oieh Zhld
HNOBFERBEARE.7.5%BD111,7704TH ok,

B 30 O EiRSRHRH DR (2005-2014)
Chart 30 : Changes in the Number of Trademark Applications (2005-2014)
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10,641 1082555 , 5 1178

N 111,770

95 648 107,222103,978

123983150 9% 406 599, 102,694
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BREREHOHES

After hitting the peak with 143,221 applications in
2007, the number of trademark applications remained
between 100,000 and 120,000 for several years, but
in 2014 it reached 124,442, increased by 5.8% year-
on-year. The breakdown was 12,672 international
applications for trademark registration, decreased by
7.5% year-on-year, and 111,770 trademark applications
excluding international applications for trademark
registration, increased by 7.5% year-on-year.

Changes in the Number of Trademark
Registrations

ERS IR 201 1 FLISENIEmIC & o7, 20144
(FRTEFL3.4%8 (99,8964 T ol

B 31 O EiREF DR (2005-2014)
Chart 31 : Changes in the Number of Trademark Registrations (2005-2014)
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The number of trademark registrations had been
increasing since 2011, but in 2014 it decreased by
3.4% to 99,896.
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The Number of Trademark Applications
by Country of Origin of Applicant (Top10
Countries/Regions)

HEABRERC2014F0EREREBRARER . BE
ZREROLVE-MEIEKETHN. 7,193 TH o7/ R

Looking at the number of trademark applications
filed with the JPO in 2014 by country of origin of

applicant, the top country/region was the United States
of America, excluding Japan, with 7,193 applications,
followed by Germany with 1,962 applications and
Switzerland with 1,590 applications. The ratio of the
number of applications filed by foreign applicants out
of the total applications was 19.6%.

TRAYHN,962¢F A1 AN, 5904 Tdholc. Fic. FHEE
HHICEDHDINBEADEEABDEIEZ19.6% Tdh o7,

E* 32 O LA EFERISRSREMFS LA 10D E -1 (2014)

Chart 32 : Number of Trademark Applications by Country of Origin of Applicant
(Top 10 Countries/Regions) (2014)

&4Z / Trademark

HEBEFE / Number of Applications

(W) EEERERER /
(Included)
International
applications for
trademark registration

ANEALRELGE /
Applications filed by Japanese applicants

HEAHFEAE /
Applications filed by foreign applicants

KE / United States of America
R / Germany

AA R / Switzerland

B / Republic of Korea
72>/ France

@ / China

ZE / United Kingdom 1,496
191)77 / Italian Republic 1,165
&% / Taiwan 708
#Z>4" / Netherlands 499
ZDMOINE / Others 5,142
124,442

100,053 17

24,389

7,193
1,962
1,590
1,578
1,535
1,521

HSLERE(4 2] / Total Number of Applications

(f#Z)

EREESRHEG. BAERNT
FEEEEBFELEABNSD
ERHEERLTV S,

(Note)

International
applications for
trademark registration
filed with the JPO as
a designated Office by
foreign applicants
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Top 10 Companies for Trademark
Registrations

2014 DERERTH2EERICREE HIURELE
T392¢F B2M(EH AT E3MURELTB T304

Looking at the number of trademark registrations in
2014 by applicants , the top company was Shiseido

Company, Limited. with 392 registrations, followed
by Sanrio Company, Ltd. with 319 registrations, and
FUJITSU LIMITED with 301 registrations. The four
companies ranked from the first to the fourth in the
previous year re-entered the top 4, while Japan
Tobacco, Inc. increased the number of registrations by
twice, jumping from 37th to 6th in the rankings.

THolco LUAHDEINEADSBEADIZEDD. FIFE37
ADBAREFEIEEN N 2BIBTOMICT > T Ul

B 33 O EiRERIFE LA 10 $£(2014)
Chart 33 : Top 10 Companies for Trademark Registrations (2014)

SR/
Number of
Registrations

JIEfiz / Rank A /

2013 tHFEA / Applicant

E4E / Shiseido Company. Limited
T>07% / Sanrio Company, Ltd.
S8 / FUJITSU LIMITED
1EE / Kao Corporation

/Y=y / Panasonic Corporation

BA7z[FZEZE / Japan Tobacco Inc.

BFHE / TOYO SHINYAKU Co.Ltd.

88’8 / Meiji Co., Ltd.

U7 —NR—)LF > Z / Recruit Holdings Co.,Ltd.
FHKFLZE / MORINAGA MILK INDUSTRY CO., LTD.

(1BZ)
BN FEERHRAEIET o

(Note)

The applicants in this list
represent head applicants in
trademark applications.

OVININJoJu Wi —

NN NN I N T N

o

The Number of Trademark Applications
by Class

6 D HRIRIRSREREX S

2014F DD HRIEARERERXHBE RHEH86,911K
DERHE RV THEIBN 36,96 7K Th o7z,

As for the number of trademark applications by
class in 2014, the classes where the most number of
trademark applications was filed were service with
86,911 applications, followed by machinery with
Bz 34 O HEFRIMIRSIRHEX 7442 (2014) 36,967 applications.
Chart 34 : Number of Trademark Applications by Class (2014)
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Chemical Food Machine Goods Fiber Service
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Current Status of Trademark Applications
and Registrations in the World

R OBESHREFEFROHE

Changes in the Number of Trademark
Applications in the World

HRDOEHES IR, 20044F(2284.0F5 4 T olzh's

ZD10FT1.78IC18I0L. 20135F(3486.8 H T oz,

Bz 35 O tROEIRSRBHELADHERE (2004-2013)

Chart 35 : Changes in the Number of Trademark Applications in the World
(2004-2013)

106 2

1024
98.6

89.4

81.2

380:1

2851

20208 21915 23622397 23516 2472

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 GBS / Year

HROBRS R OHER

The number of trademark applications filed in the
world was 2.84 million in 2004, but it had grown 1.7
times over the past ten years, and marked 4.868 million
in 2013.

(&*# / Source)
WIPO [P Statistics Data Center

Changes in the Number of Trademark
Registrations in the world

HRDOEESEREEE. 2004521 75.0H5 8 THoi2h.
D10FET1.748(CHBML. 201 35F(3299.4 5t TH o7z,

B 36 O R OERERFHB DR (2004-2013)
Chart 36 : Changes in the Number of Trademark Registrations in the world (2004-2013)

804 -, 825
75.8 79.4

82.6

73.1 754 783

65.0

110!0

The number of trademark registrations in the world
was 1.75 million in 2004, but it had grown 1.7 times
over the past ten years, and marked 2.994 million in
2013.

(&# / Source)
WIPO [P Statistics Data Center

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
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Changes in the Number of Trademark
Applications Filed with Major Offices

2013FNXEE-HEICHTIBRSREBHNERDE.
BAERETTUPO) DL R HIATELLA.9%BND117,1984
ERAD LI AT Z DIEEEE - HES ICE5 1T SRR SIEIEN
LT ROBERHHDLZVETHR2PENOERIETHE
B8R (SAIQ) [3E114.1%187 1,848,858 Tdr oz, PEIZ.
EREFEBUAOBREREEICOVTI—HE-X20
FEERAL TV S EICBENRETH S (PEEIREDIE
[CRN. 20T4EEBDS[E—HREXDHICET)

Rz 37 O EEE -#E(CH T 2FRSREREFAROHERE (2009-2013)
Chart 37 : Changes in the Number of Trademark Applications Filed with Major Offices (2009-2013)

SAIC (& / China)

20094 20114 2012%F

Looking at the changes in the number of trademark
applications filed with the JPO decreased by 4.9% to
117,198. On the other hand, the number of trademark
applications filed with other offices had grown and
the highest number was marked by the SAIC with a
14.1% increase to 1,848,858. It should be noted that
China adopted the principle of singleclass application
which applied to all trademark applications other than
international applications for trademark registration (it
was shifted to the new system based the principle of
multiple classes application starting in May 2014).

USPTO (KE / US)

KIPO (#8E / Korea)

JPO (B% / Japan)

OHIM (R / Europe)

DPMA (R / Germany)

UKIPO (3E / UK)

OEPM (R71> / Spain)

(&*# / Source)
WIPO IP Statistics Data Center
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Changes in the Number of Trademark
Applications Filed with Major Offices by
Japanese Applicants

@ IR RLREFHOHE

20135 OEFNCLLEEE  HENOERE BB,
PEERIETHEERE SAICANRE32.7%[ND16,604
HCRERFEIRT (USPTO) BRI 14.0%3806,1 104
BERETT (KIPO)AGFET1.4%H 73,800 RURMNHER
FERRER (OHIM)NEN.6%RND2,27 24 T ol

Bz 38 O BEAIC L BEEE -#E OEIRSRHEFH DR (2009-2013)
Chart 38 : Changes in the Number of Trademark Applications Filed with Major Offices by Japanese Applicants (2009-2013)

As for the number of trademark applications filed
with major offices by Japanese applicants in 2013,
16,604 applications were filed with the SAIC, a 32.7%
decrease year-on-year, 6,110 applications were filed
with the USPTO, a 14.0% increase year-on-year, 3,800
applications were filed with the KIPO, a 11.4% decrease
year-on-year, and 2,272 applications filed with the
OHIM, a 1.6% decrease year-on-year.

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 g/ Year

(&H)
USPTO (KE) : USPTO Annual Report
OHIM (BRM) @ OHIM 9T 71k

SAIC (@) @ CTMO Annual Report
KIPO (#E) : KIPO Annual Report
(Sources)

USPTO @ USPTO Annual Report
OHIM @ OHIM Website

SAIC @ CTMO Annual Report
KIPO @ KIPO Annual Report
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Chapter 5 Trials and Appeals

| () ==K Current Status of Requests for Trials and

Appeals

Changes in the Number of Appeals

#2 BEBONLEEHECH EREETIREH " SEREFBDER Against Examiners’ Decisions of Refusal*2
UTRBRESLIIT 35

*2 Appeal against examiner's 2014 (CH T BIBHBE T ARREY DE RS ISHC The number of appeals against decisions of refusal
dedision to refuse in patent examination increased by 4.3% year-on-year

BOTIEBIELA.3%EN 25,7104 TH o1, : Ve
in 2014 to 25,710. The number for design increased
== Em [ < .
REICOVTIE ALY 2% BN 389 TH DT, by 7.2% to 389 year-on-year, while the number for
ERRICDWTIR B 16.5%RMD845¢ T iz, trademark decreased by 16.5% to 845.

B 39 O {EEEETIREBHIFERME DR (2005-2014)
Chart 39 : Changes in the Number of Appeals against Examiners’ Decisions of Refusal (2005-2014)

32,586

31,019
vgs
25870 ’ 25710
24,137 U358 2464
22,444 ‘ ‘

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 &/ Year

JPO STATUS REPORT 2015 O 3 3



# 3 BICEIRSN TV 25557 A
R BE.ERCHLT. ZOHEY
ERDTHEFTICTER T HEH

* 3 Trials requested to the
JPO for the invalidation of
already registered patents,
utility models, designs, and
trademarks

EZ 40 O
Chart 40

¥ 4 RS FERMBHFFED
MEATEAT (1993 & LUAT) (CHER
SRR

* 4 Utility model applications
filed before the effective date of
1993 Amendment to the Utility
Model Act.

(&)
LGl ESEE e

(Note)
Total number of patents and
utility models (examined)

EREHDHRE

Changes in the Number of Requests for
Trials for Invalidation*3

g maEy-

2005

2014 ICH T BMNBH DOBRGEIAFFCHNTEL
BIEEE13.0% @D 2154 THholz.

SERFZICDOVTIE. 2008ELE . 104U T THEL TS,

BFICDWTIE.2006 FLIE. 20 HETZTHEBL TV S,

AIZICDWTIE FIEL20.0%18D 1154 TH o7z

MEHIFEREEA DT (2005-2014)
hanges in the Number of Requests for Trials for Invalidation (2005-2014)

2006 2007 2008 2009

SIEEHIFAREFBOMS

2010

The number of requests for trials for patent
invalidation in 2014 was 215, decreased by 13.0%
compared to the previous year.

Utility models had remained below 10 since
2008. Designs had remained around 20 since 2006.
Trademarks increased by 20.0% to 115.

2011 2012 2013 2014 %/ Year

Changes in the Number of Requests for
Trials for Correction

20144 ICH1T 2555 IBRAFM T OFTEBH OB R
T BIEL11.8%BD2104TH ol

EFz 41 C

STIEEHIFERAEHDHETR (2005-2014)

The number of trials for correction for patents and
former utility models** was 210, decreased by 11.8%
compared to the previous year.

Chart 41 : Changes in the Number of Requests for Trials for Correction (2005-2014)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
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Changes in the Number of Filing an

@ FERPIUGHOEE (FGR. RS Opposition to Trademark Registration
2014F(ICHTBERERFBBILHS. BIFLL15.0%8D The number of filing an opposition to trademark
3914 TdH 1 registration was 391, decreased by 15.0% compared

to the previous year.

ER 42 O EFEPIIHHOHETR (FREFIEND) (2005-2014)
Chart 42 : Changes in the Number of Filing an Opposition to a Trademark Registration
(2005-2014)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 #/ Year

Changes in the Number of Requests
for Trial for Rescission of Trademark

e BUEEHEE KRG OHRE (i) Registration
2014F(CH T BB REUHBHIE RS AIF L7 .6%H The number of requests for trial for rescission of
D1.0994 a7, trademark registration was 1,099, decreased by 7.6%

compared to the previous year.

HR 43 O EUHBHIFEREEHOHE (7R (2005-2014)
Chart 43 : Changes in the Number of Requests for Trial for Rescission of Trademark
Registration (2005-2014)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 4/ Year
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¥ 5 KEFTOBRE RN HEE
HZDEGHERD AN ES SR,
YRR RER 9 2aRsh

*5 A lawsduit filed to the IP High
Court to reverse an appeal/trial
decision made by the JPO, by a
person who is dissatisfied with
the appeal/trial decision.

(1BZ)
* 1 RPIFIMANIEE 2013 F
* 2 EIBEE RS
FRIEAN T ARRE . FTE S
* 31 S E BUHEY

(Notes)

%1 :Numbers in () are those
of 2013

* 2: Appeal against decision
of refusal / appeal
against ruling dismissing
an amendment/ trial for
correction

* 3:Trial for invalidation/Trial
of rescission

(f#%)

* 11 RPIFMAX 2013 F

* 2 HEEPALS 181 £E 2 BED
BRECHRE. SFEAPICE
ENBELECEICLDER
EUHHIRESER L,

* 3 BIEETERRE Y. HIEH
TR FTIESY

* 4 SEHEY BUEEY

(Notes)

#1: Numbers in () are those
of 2013

*2: Exclude cases where
corrections are decided
after of during the ruling
of Article 181, Clause 2

*3: Appeal against decision
of refusal/ appeal against
ruling dismissing an
amendment/ trial for
correction

#4: Trial for invalidation/Trial
of rescission

HERIAS

Current Status of Lawsuits against the JPO

for Reverse of Trial/Appeal Decisions

The Number of Lawsuits

201 4EQBEREVHRA“OHFHHIC OV TRIE BEER
BT FFICEANEET ZRRMEROEENES L. RED
b:5)1[ 07

LBEEXREY T EF ERFIEROBEN RS L BER
BIFERRICOHTH o7,

B 44 O 2014 FHERHEE '

Chart 44 : Number of Lawsuits *' (2014)

Looking at the number of lawsuits rescinding the
appeal decision** filed in 2014, the numbers for patents,
utility models and trademarks were all decreased, while
the number of designs increased.

In inter-parties trials, the number for patents, utility
models, and trademarks decreased from the previous
year, while the number for designs was zero as in the
previous year.

BEEREH / Ex-parte Appeal*?
LEEZIY*3 / Request for Trial*?
KB T / Opposition

FIREFER

= =

108(147) 11(8) 14(19)
109(121) 0(0) 35(52)
0(1) — 1(1)

The Number of Court Decisions

2014F(CHTBEREVEFEADH IR E R DL FEREA
EROTeH RIS DV T EERBH Tl I K55 RAH
FERUBERSHI U BERENUc, HBERE T3 KT
ERFENOBRIED L BEROHTHo.

FIBREUEE BT IC DV T BTEREH T AIES
NS RAMEGAD U BEQ 1 BRI THole.
BERBHTE AIF LA RAFERENL. BEFE
FERICOMF BRISRIA LTz,

B 45 O 2014 FHEREEH™ 2

Chart 45 : Number of Court Decisions *'" *2(2014)

As for the reverse of trials in 2014, the numbers of
lawsuits against appeal which were subsequently
dismissed decreased for patents, utility models and
trademarks. On the other hand, the number for
designs increased. In inter-parties trials, the numbers
of dismissal for patents, utility models and trademarks
decreased, and the number for designs was zero.

Also, the number of cases with a reverse appeal for
patents and utility models decreased from the previous
year, and the number for designs and trademarks
remained almost the same. In inter-parties trials,
the number for patents and utility models increased
from the previous year, while the number for designs
was zero as in the previous year, and the number for
trademarks decreased from the previous year.

5T - KA /

Patent/Utility Model

EIE / Design 4% / Trademark

ERER /| EREUHE / FH /| EREVHE/ | BKRZEH /| TREVE /
Dismissal Reverse missal Reverse Dismissal Reverse

EEREH/ 84(104) 21(35)

Ex-parte Appeal*

W Tt/ 50(76) 37(28)

Request for Trial *

FFREPIIC / Opposition — —
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13(2) 1(0) 15(16) 0(1)
0(1) 0(0) 13(37) 5(15)
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Chapter 1
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Examination/Trials and Appeals

Patents

BEEIWERA

Performance of Examination

Ex 1

20025 DANMEIEES| Z2EUHET2EEFDAN
MERRERMT ST T T D105/ FFEaD
TR - R DFREICIEA TET,

BIZE BEGHERIET 572, 2004FEH54908D
AN EEEZERT 2E. FHEEEDIBEZN>TE/,
FIBEEFHOWNR(LER BT ST TR EGHEEIC DV T,
THEEZTOERFEKEZ 1 1EECETIHAL. THEAD
HWEHHEEPTELLHIC. THEDRSEEAEERTRED
WEEFIN TIT o CE . INSZHEEMICIT O LIC K  BFE
BT OEAEB 1AL D—REEHF R KERFTERT
EHELT2.9M8 . FRINKEFr EDHE TE4.58E32 TV %,

THICERADERNSERARZIECT I HEAC
FREBFKADFAZRRSE THFELSBVERDER
FREHIHT B EF FFLBICOVTDOENSENDIRIRL
HEFEIE DR HBAICEL,

ZOR/R.2013FERIC. —REEBANE TOHE ([First
Actionfif] =B L TIFAIEW D) (F10.40 B &3 2004
FICBHT-REBERETHBFATT (FAZ11HBLAET2) &
ERUZ,

—REEXREFHHOHR L —XEBEEHNF TOHBOHER

Chart 1 : Changes in the number of applications awaiting the FA and

the average FA pendency

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
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2012 2013 #&#E/FY

While our IP policies toward “IP-based Nation”
formulated in 2002 have been implemented, the Japan
Patent Office (JPO) has taken initiatives for these ten
years in order to enhance acceleration and efficiency of
patent examination as the top priorities.

Specifically, the JPO secured 490 fixed-term patent
examiners from FY2004, realizing an increase in the
number of patent examiners. Also the JPO promoted
the entry of registered search organizations to which
preliminary prior art searches are outsourced as the
measures for efficient examination procedures. As
the result, eleven organization has been registered,
and the number of outsourcing preliminary prior art
searches has been increased. The results of preliminary
searches have been reported in a dialogue style
between examiners and searchers. Through the overall
measures for efficiency, the number of the first action
(FA) conducted in one year by the JPO examiners was
2.9 times higher in comparison with that of the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) and 4.5 times
higher in comparison with that of the European Patent
Office (EPO).

Furthermore, the JPO encouraged the applicants to
convert their emphasis from the quantity to the quality,
and to deepening IP strategy. To this end, the JPO
encouraged the applicants to increase the number of
international applications, and to enrich the prior check
by the applicants themselves in order to reduce the
ratio of requests-for-examination for the applications
for which a patent would not be granted.

As the result, the First Action pendency (hereinafter
referred to as “FA pendency”) was shortened to 10.4
months at the end of the FY2013. That is, the JPO
achieved the decade goal of FAT1 set in 2004, which
was to make the FA pendency shortened to 11 months
or less by March 2014.
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*1 3,000 applications were
reported only in paper basis,
and 146,000 applications
were reported not only in
paper basis but also with oral
explanations by searchers to
improve efficiency and quality.
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Towards the World’s Fastest and Utmost
Quality in Patent Examination
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Now the time when the FA11, one of the utmost
important issues over these 10 years, was achieved,
the JPO is heading towards realization of “the World’s
Fastest and Utmost Quality in Patent Examination,”
while considering the changing situation surrounding
the patent system in these 10 years and new issues.

In order to realize “the World’s Fastest and
Utmot Quality in Patent Examination,” the JPO has
been implementing various measures according to
“maintaining speed” “granting high-quality rights,” and
“cooperation and collaboration with foreign IP offices.”

Specifically, the JPO set a goal for reducing
“examination total pendency” and the “FA pendency”
to 14 months and 10 months or less on average,
respectively, within the next 10 years. What is more,
the JPO intends to further promote innovation by
supporting smooth and global business expansion
through utilizing globally reliable patents of high quality.

Initiatives for Timely Examination

(i) ZHEEOHER

2014FEICHVWTIHE T DA A EEEN—5
ZHERAT0E EELEENDOHE [ EER 72,2015
FEFECHBVTE 14B2DEREEENV 1002 DEHMT
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(i) FEATRIMNBREEDO THEDHE
FABDTORTRMNEMAED THEZ S RAEKEIC
SHEL EEENOMBIC R ZBEILRIEDIEEZR STV D,
TREZTOERFAEKBEDOEIE. 201 4FZ(H12IC1HES
PEAL. 2014F12BRETIHETH D, 2014FED
FEIHHI1 4.9 THY . ZDIEDHIEDD7. 7T HIC
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(i) Ensuring the Necessary Number of Examiners

In the FY2014, the JPO made efforts to maintain and
enhance its capabilities of examination, for example,
by rehiring some of the examiners whose fixed-term
employment contracts expired. For the budget for
FY2015, the seats of 14 permanent examiners and
100 fixed-term examiners are requested. The JPO
continuously needs to ensure the number of examiners
for the World's Fastest and Utmost Quality in Patent
Examination.

(ii) Outsourcing Preliminary Prior Art Search

The JPO has been promoting the speeding up of
examination through utilizing private sector vitality.
That is, as mentioned above, the JPO outsources prior
art searches, which examiners are primarily responsible
for, to registered search organizations for preliminary
searches. With additional entry of one organization in
FY2014, the number of registered search organizations
for conducting prior art searches is 11 as of December
2014. 149,000 applications*! were outsourced in the
FY2014. Regarding 77,000, nearly half of the total,
the coverage of search was expanded even to foreign
patent documents.
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(iii) Accelerated Examination System

The JPO implements the accelerated examination
system, in which an examination can be initiated
more quickly than in the regular examination upon the
request from the applicant under certain requirements.
The accelerated examination system is applicable to
(i) applications whose claimed invention has already
been put into practice, (i) applications that were
also filed with foreign IP offices, and (iii) applications
filed by SMEs and venture businesses. In addition,
the system is applicable to (iv) applications involving
green technologies, which is currently at a pilot stage.
Moreover, the accelerated examination system has
been applicable to (v) patent applications filed by all
or some of applicants who were affected by the Great
East Japan Earthquake since August 2011.

In 2014, the accelerated examination was requested
for 17,086 cases, and the average FA pendency under
the accelerated examination system was about 2.1
months.

Measures towards Improvement in
Quality of Examination

(i) BEEEICEY3EHE
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Chart 2 : Changes in the number of requests for accelerated examination
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(i) Measures for Quality Management

In April 2007, the JPO established the “Quality
Management Office” that is responsible for planning and
making proposals for measures for quality management.
Specifically, the JPO implements measures mentioned
below, aiming to achieve examination that comply
with relevant laws, regulations and the examination
guidelines, make uniform decisions among examiners,
conduct necessary and sufficient prior art searches, and
conduct smooth communication with applicants.

a. Announcement of Quality Policy and

Quality Manual

In April 2014, the JPO announced the “Quality Policy
on Patent Examination” as fundamental principles
of quality management. In August 2014, the JPO
released the “Quality Management Manual for Patent
Examination”, in  which the quality management
system that consists of quality management and its
implementation system is documented.
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b. Measures for Minimizing Discrepancies in Patent

Examinations

In order to eliminate or at least to minimize any
discrepancies in prior art searches and judgements on
patentability, the examiners conduct consultations to
have discussions with other examiners. In addition to
the consultations on voluntary basis, examiners need
to discuss all the designated cases such as the cases
where the reason for refusal are repeatedly notified as
obligatory consultations, in FY2014.

C. Quality Audit

In April 2014, the JPO set up “Quality Management
Officers”™ and assigned them to each technical field
for quality audits on patent examination. The Quality
Management Officers are selected from ex-directors
and examiners who have a great deal of knowledge
and high level of judgements in their respective
technical field, and conducts quality audits on the
appropriateness of searches and reasoning.

d. Quality Assurance

The director checks the documents notifying the
contents of disposition etc. by examiners for all the
cases, in order to ensure quality assurance of the
notices sent to representatives etc. from the JPO.

€. Understanding of Users’ Needs

In order to understand users’ evaluation and users’
needs concerning the quality of patent examination,
the JPO conducts a survey on the overall quality of
examination covering domestic / foreign companies
and representatives. Also, the JPO holds meetings
for exchanging opinions with companies and accepts
provision of information on individual cases.

B 3 O 2014 FE1—F—FHREDER
Chart 3 : Result of User Satisfaction Survey in FY2014
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Chart 4 : Roadmap for development of Search system for Chinese and Korean documents
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(i) Establishment of the Subcommittee on
Examination Quality Management

In August, 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee
on Examination Quality Management under the
Intellectual Property Committee of the Industrial
Structure Council, the Ministry of Economy, Trade
and Industry, for the purpose of receiving objective
evaluation from external point of view about the
current status and implementation system of quality
management for examination conducted in the JPO, and
then reflecting the evaluation results to further improve
examination quality. In FY2014, the Subcommittee
deliberated evaluation items and criteria, and gave the
proposal to the JPO on improvement points about the
current status and system of the quality management
through the evaluation based on the evaluation items
and criteria mentioned above.

(iii) Search for Foreign Documents

Recently, in the patent and utility model documents in
the world, the rate of overseas patent and utility model
document written in languages other than Japanese
increases rapidly. In order to grant rights that are stable
and valid in the world, it is indispensable for examiners
to perform prior art searches of foreign patent and utility
model documents accurately and efficiently. Therefore,
the JPO has developed a search system for the overseas
patent and utility model documents and has been
considering to introduce more advanced search system.

As for the remarkable increase of Chinese patent
documents, the JPO started providing abstracts of
Chinese documents manually translated into Japanese in
March, 2013 in order to establish a search environment
where users can access Chinese documents in
Japanese. Also, since March 2014, the JPO has been
providing Japanese Classification (FI/F-term) to Chinese

Search for abstracts of Chinese utity model documents machmellans\a ed into Japanese
W26, Ddvelopment & da .m

hEEFY (AFBIIRE) Ok
Search for absracts of Chinese patent documents manuaﬂy ranslated nto Japanese

SERL 255 P ESIHA OFI/F 9 — ARt S %R
SStarted providing FI/F-term to Chinese documents in"2013

AR ERE
Termination date s not fired.
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the beta version in November 2014 (The full version was released in January 2015)
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patent documents in some technical fields. Moreover,
in January 2015, the JPO released the “Translation and
Search System for Chinese and Korean Documents™*? to
the examiners and general users. This system makes it
possible to perform a full text search of the patent and
utility model documents of China and the Republic of
Korea using Japanese (The beta version of the system
was released in November 2014).

Measures for Examination in Response to
Variety of Users’ Needs
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Chart 5 : Collective Examination for IP portfolio supporting Business Strategy
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(i) Interview Examination

The JPO carries out interview examination for the
purpose of good communication between examiners
and attorneys, etc. (3,962 cases in 2014). In order to
establish a patent right of high quality, it is important
to deepen communication and mutual understanding
between examiners and attorneys, etc., and to obtain
the highly convinced conclusion. In view of the above,
the interview examination will be required to be
enhanced more and more. In the conventional cases, if
it was determined that an application was unworthy of
the prompt and accurate examination, the request for
interview examination was sometimes not accepted.
However, the JPO revised the “Interview Examination
Guidelines” in October 2014, to accept the interview
examination at least once.

(ii) Collective Examination for IP portfolio supporting
Business Strategy
With the recent globalization of business activities
and diversification of business models, the strategy of
company for intellectual property is moving to those
started from the business. Therefore, the JPO has

PELFMWEAENOHERIE / Building an IP Portfolio

BE &R
Design Trademark
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*3 Other than ordinary PPH,
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and PCT-PPH. PCT-PPH allows
application for accelerated
examination based on the
opinion of specific interna-
tional search organization
or international preliminary
examination report that the
said application is patentable.
PPH MOTTAINAI is a system
where the case becomes the
subject of PPH based on the
decision of that the case is to
be patentable by the partici-
pating country regardless of
a country to which the patent
application was filed previ-
ously.
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advanced deliberation on the examination system for
handling the application filed based on the strategy for
intellectual property. In April 2013, in order to support
comprehensive acquisition of the intellectual property
which is to be utilized in the business, the JPO started
the Collective Examination for IP portfolio supporting
Business Strategy, for implementing examination and
acquisition of rights along with the timing of cross-
sectional business deployment targeting at a plurality
of IP rights (for patent, design, and trademark) useful
for the businesses in and outside the country (26 cases
in 2014 (267 patent applications were targeted by this
examination)). In October, 2014, the JPO revised the
“Guidelines for Collective Examination for IP portfolio
supporting Business Strategy”. By this revision, it
became possible to request the collective examination,
in so far as a group of applications which are involved
with business field, even when an application of
which applicant is not the same person as the person
requested the collective examination is included in the
group of applications.

Association and Cooperation with
Overseas Offices
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(i) Patent Prosecution Highway

The Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) is a framework
set up to allow an application that was determined to
be patentable in the Office of First Filing (an office to
which the applicant first filed the patent application
earliest) to be given an accelerated examination with
simple procedures in the Office of Second Filing that
cooperates with the Office of First Filing upon his/her
request. This supports efficient acquisition of stable
and strong patent rights in a plurality of countries and
regions by enabling use of search and examination
results of the Office of First Filing in examination in the
Office of Second Filing.

The PPH was advocated by the JPO in 2006, and was
started between Japan and the U.S. for the first time in
the world. The number of PPH participating countries
and regions is expanding to 33 (as of December
2014). The accumulative number of requests for PPH
in the world reached about 74,000 (as of the end of
December 2014).

The JPO started the PPH with Thailand and Australia
in January, with Colombia in September, and with
Malaysia in  October, 2014. Currently, the JPO
implements the PPH in association with 30 countries
and regions.

The “Global Patent Prosecution Highway” which is the
multilateral framework was started among 17 countries
and regions in January 2014. The all PPHs** become
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Chart 6 : Outline of Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)
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available between IP offices which participated
in this framework without any distinction in
availability of PPH among countries. Austria
and Singapore participated in this framework
in November 2014. As a result, the number of
countries and regions participating in the global
PPH is currently expanding to 19 countries
and regions. The PPH is expected to become
a more convenient system according to the
future expanding of this framework.
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(ii) International Examiner Exchange Program

For the purpose of promotion of work-sharing of the
patent examination based on the mutual understanding
of the prior art document search and the examination
practice, spreading of the examination practice and the
examination result of the JPO to the overseas offices,
harmonization of the quality of patent examination at
high level, harmonization of the patent classification,
promotion of measures of the JPO, etc., the JPO
implements the International Examiner Exchange
Program for causing the examiners to have a direct
relationship. The JPO has implemented a short term or
a mid and long term Examiner Exchange Program with
cumulative 22 IP offices during the period from April
2000 to the end of December 2014.

In 2014, the JPO dispatched 41 examiners mainly to
emerging countries including ASEAN countries and India
in addition to the five major offices as well as received
42 examiners from other IP offices.

Hx 7 O EFBEERHEDEE (2000 £ 4 B~ 2014 £ 12 AXEH)

Chart 7 : Actual Records of Examiner Exchange Programs
(accumulative total from April 2000 to the end of December 2014)
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(iii) Promotion of Examination Cooperation with
Other Offices

With respect to the PCT international applications,
the JPO is actively expanding its competency as the
International Searching Authority, specifically focusing
on ASEAN countries, so that the JPO can make up an
international search report for the applications received
by other offices.

In June 2014, the JPO made a fundamental
agreement on the patent examination cooperation
with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. According
to the agreement, the following works will be started
on a trial basis from FY2015 in order to support the
acquisition of rights for the globally activating Japanese
companies.

+ For the international patent application via the Patent
Cooperation Treaty in the U.S., the JPO is liable to
conduct international search and international
preliminary examination for a certain number of
applications in a certain technical field.

+ To improve the quality of examination via cooperation
between patent examiners of Japan and the U.S. in
conducting the examination.
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The average period from the filing date to the notice
of the first action (FA pendency period) was about
6.2 months on average, and has been shortened
steadily. The number of first actions (FAs) in design
examination in 2014 was 30,581, and has remained
almost unchanged as that of applications. The number
of decisions of registration has remained a little less
than 30,000 since 2010.

Accelerated Examination
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registration

2010

20M

Under the accelerated examination system for design
applications, (i) working-related applications that
urgently need to be registered and (ii) applications
that have been filed with both the JPO and at
least one of foreign IP Offices can be subject to
accelerated examination on request. From August,
2011, the accelerated examination is also available to
applications filed by companies, etc. damaged by the
Great East Japan Earthquake. In 2014, 119 requests
were made for the accelerated examination, and the

BREEEOFAHBRUEREEHHRDER
Chart 9 : Changes in the number of first actions and decisions of

2012 2013 2014 4/ Year
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average period required to notify first action results
was about 1.9 months from the time of request for
accelerated examination.

In April, 2005, the JPO started a new operation of
accelerated examination designed to respond to anti-
counterfeiting measures, in order for applicants to
combat counterfeiting by using design rights at an early
stage. Among working-related applications that urgently
need to be registered (i.e., the above mentioned (i)),
if counterfeit products are already being in market,
such applications can be subject to this accelerated
examination on request. Under the new operation,
the JPO aims to notify first action results within one
month from the time of request for accelerated
examination in so far as no problems are found in the
application procedure. In 2014, 9 requests were made
for accelerated examination, and the average period
required to notify first action results was 0.7 months
from the time of request.

Measures towards Improvement in
Quality of Examination

(i) EEEICEYSEHE

BT CR.BEOEDHY N LzM5H. EEFESR
FINEERICEZBENTDTF VY (RH) . BEESEEED
BEIPIRERY AT ADFTEREDEEZT O TCE /. BEEEAHD
BAPRAFEFNZ P RELCEEBRERMAL TLID,
FAEM CHheEFEEREEEREREREL. REERIC
B9 3EERRDEEMROWECEWEA TS,

(i) Measures for Quality Management

In order to maintain and improve the quality of
examination, the JPO have taken initiatives such as
checking (approving) the contents of examination by
the managerial personnel of the design examination
divisions, revision of the design examination guidelines,
development of search system, etc. While increase of
the amount of examination material to be searched is
expected, in order to provide the examination result
at a constant level, the JPO established the Design
Examination Quality Management Committee that is
an organization in the JPO, and addresses operation
and improvement of various initiatives on quality
management.

JPO STATUS REPORT 2015 O 4 9
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a. Announcement of Quality Policy and Quality

Manual

In August 2014, the JPO announced the “Quality
Policy on Design Examination”, as the fundamental
principles of quality management aiming to grant
high-quality design rights. In December 2014, the
JPO announced the “Quality Management Manual for
Design Examination™ in which the quality management
system that consists of quality management and its
implementation system is documented.

b. Measures for Minimizing Discrepancies in Design
Examinations
In order to eliminate or at least to minimize any
discrepancies in processing policies for individual
application etc., the JPO conducts consultations
between examiners and approvers, and information
sharing among divisions, as required.

C. Quality Assurance

The directors of the design examination divisions
check (give approvals to) all the contents of examination
(judgements of examination, description in notices,
etc.) conducted by examiners.

d. Quality Audit

Quality audit is conducted to a sample extracted
from the applications to which approvals have been
given from the following perspective:

-Whether the examination thereof was conducted

in a unified manner in accordance with applicable

statutes, the examination guidelines, etc.

-Whether the examination thereof was conducted

efficiently through good communication with the

applicant and/or the representative thereof.

€. Understanding of Users’ Needs

Questionnaire surveys are conducted by giving the
user questionnaires about the individual applications
targeted for the quality audit, in order to use the survey
result for improvement of design examination quality.
Also, the JPO holds meetings for exchanging opinions
with companies and accepts provision of information
on individual cases.
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(ii) Establishment of the Subcommittee on
Examination Quality Management

In August 2014, the JPO established the Subcommittee
on Examination Quality Management under the
Intellectual Property Committee of the Industrial
Structure Council, the Ministry of Economy, Trade
and Industry, for the purpose of receiving objective
evaluation from external point of view about the
current status and implementation system of quality
management for examination conducted in the JPO,
and then reflecting the evaluation results to further
improve examination quality.

Initiatives towards Accession to the
Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement

(1) EXBEEASANMESHS
BEHENEERICHTHRE

201451 B EERSTHS

NHESP=HIOREHE

NEERICBVTHREEIRIBNET T 1 DEFRECED
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PaAR—TRERBEI LT [P 22— TWERED ANDMAIC
B eAEEN RSNz ([BR102858).

Ex 10
Chart 10 : Directionality of correspondences

512170755378 / Challenges

BHEFE—EHRE / International application
containing multiple designs
o o

¥ 22— 7WIEBENMACEIF 3R 0T5mEE

MInDFEEE / Solutions
BHRFE—BLERZERIANS / Accept

NERDIEH / Deferment of publication

REI0NBDIERZERHS /Permit max. 30 months

EFRERENDER / Applicability to international

applications

FARIETRL A / Exception to lack of novelty

BETS / Yes

B EIE / Partial design

ERATS / Yes

WERIFE / Secret design

ALV / No

NFRFATRBERE / Publication of gazettes and
administration of the design register

BAENTORRFI TN RESRETS /
Publish design gazettes and maintain the
design register in Japan

o

FHREHNEZ /
Payment of fees (Individual designation fee)

—IET (B DB G FEREES D TRE) /
One-time payment (Payment in two parts NOT
applicable) (In case of refusals, the amount
equivalent to the registration fee may be refunded.)

BCIERE / Self designation

BT/ Yes

EANEFrZ@CIZHR /
Indirect filing through the JPO
o o

Z(FN3 / Yes

ERRREDHETHERE /
Right to compensation after the international publication

EAY / introduce

EHENFEEEARRESFE / International and

domestic design classification

@ ¥E=HATS / Both applicable

(i) Design System Subcommittee of Intellectual
Property Committee of Industrial Structure
Council, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry

In the 3rd Design System Subcommittee of the
Intellectual Property Committee of the Industrial
Structure Council, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry, a report on “Support for Japanese Companies
to Expand Their Businesses Overseas by Rights on
Creative Designs” was concluded in January 2014,
and the report was approved at the 5th Intellectual
Property Committee in February 2014.

In the above mentioned report, the Subcommitte
suggested the direction toward accession to the
“Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement Concerning
the International Registration of Industrial Designs”
(hereinafter referred to as the “Geneva Act of the Hague
Agreement”) , which allows applicants to obtain and
manage industrial design rights in multiple countries
through a simple procedure (see the Chart 10).

JPO STATUS REPORT 2015 O 5 1



(i) BEARERV Y 12—THERBEANDIA
FEREEONBRFZ CEREANEARNE1860&ES
ERICIRESN. 2014F4B(COR BII LT, Fio BF58IC
(F EBENDINAD BEEESBINC (FESET1OSH) .
CNESRT IEREEDEEDZDICHBLERBRUERD
gzt BARAT. 20154281382 ¥ 2% — T ER
EDIABE RN EERE (WIPO) BB BRICHFT L,
DAx—THEREF NMAZHFEDINB% TH 520154
5813BICARCDOVTEML. BECIERE AL TSNS,
ZOBELE. BAERFHTE. Pax— T WEREFOED
BEffELT ERHROBIRVWERIGT 2 EE%,

(i) EEEEBEDE]
HAEZEEMNEC T 2ERHEEICOVT. Yax—7
WEBEDL—ILDOT . BEADEEEDREICFDREEESE
BECHTSED  BREBEEET—F 27 T)IN—FICHNT
BEEEREEDOWE]ICOVWTIREIZT o/ iG] EEBEE%E
DRB(E /ST VYT A NERRT 201451 2BICT RSN,

a7 /HBEINAICEY SEEE

(ii) Amendment to the Design Act and Accession to the
Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement

The amendement bill of the Design Act based on the
above-mentioned report was submitted to the 186th
ordinary session of the Diet, and it was approved in April
2014. Subsequently, the accession to the Geneva Act of
the Hague Agreement was approved by the Diet in May
2014 (see CHAPTER 5 1®).

Responding to this, the JPO issued government and
ministerial ordinances to enact Amendment to the
Design Act, and the government of Japan deposited an
instrument of accession to the Geneva Act of the Hague
Agreement with the Director General of the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) on February
13, 2015.

The Geneva Act will enter into force on May 13,
2015, three months after depositing the instrument.
Simultaneously, the revised Design Act will come into
force.

From that day on, the JPO will deal with international
design applications as an office of a contracting party of
the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement.

(iii) Revision of the Design Examination Standards

As for international applications designating Japan, the
Working Group on the Design Examination Standards
of the Design System Subcommittee deliberated on
the revision of the Design Examination Guidelines to
promote proper performance of substantive examination
according to the provisions of the Design Act under the
rules of the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement. The
contents of the revised Design Examination Standards
were approved in December 2014 after inviting public
comments thereon.

Initiatives for Accession to the Locarno
Agreement

EEXmEEAINHTEDPEEHE/NZERTOREY
Z## T 2014F58. F1860BEERICHVLTI1979F98
28BICEIEESNIZ1968F10B88ICONIL/ TELZSNT
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BEDNFEMU,
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FUTTIW=FICBVTRETEITV N T Uy T IANERR T,
20141 2B 1CTOAN/ BEICED<EREFRSEDERS
EIERELIZ,
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After the deliberation by the Design System
Subcommittee of the Intellectual Property Committee
of the Industrial Structure Council, accession to the
Locarno Agreement (“Locarno Agreement Establishing an
International Classification for Industrial Designs Signed at
Locarno on October 8, 1968, as amended on September
28, 1979") was approved at the 186th Ordinary Diet
Sessions in May, 2014. The Locarno Agreement entered
into force with respect to Japan on September 24 of the
same year.

The Working Group on the Design Examination
Standards deliberated the initiatives towards more
appropriate  implementation of the International
Classification for Industrial Designs based on the
Locarno Agreement in Japan, and through the public
comment, “operating policy of the Locarno International
Classification” was approved in December 2014.
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Trademarks

a EBENIERE Performance of Examination

20145 (CHTDFAHIRIF4. 3N B2 (HKR1188) . In 2014, the period from the filing date to the date
201 4EDF AR O BERE R4 Z. 201 3 kg Of issuing the first notice of examination resullts, i.e., the
RN (M1 285) first action (FA) pendency was 4.3 months (see Chart

-° Zrmie 11). The numbers of FAs and granting decisions in 2014
have remained almost unchanged compared with those
in 2013 (see Chart 12).

BHIEE Accelerated Examination

ERORREEHER.OLEERZEERR BERBIC The accelerated examination system for trademarks is
BCERLTLNEET. ADKEFLICOLWTRatsEgs  applicable to (i) applications that the filed trademarks

. O R B B LT B S B DAL have already been used in designated goods and/or
B OthR BRI -ERL T B BBDHEEELE  orices, and requiring urgent need to acquire rights

HESEHRELTNS. F/ 201 TFANS REAKEKIC (i) applications designating only goods and/or services
SRWEAZ (TR EEORESFHBIC OV TLRMESD  that have already been used with the filed trademark

HRELF. 201 4EQDEIRE (21,7814 DB LA G € etc. I.\/\or.eovgr. from A.ugust 2011, .the‘ accellerated
examination is also available to applications filed by

EPS—REEGBROBAEHEXT SF COMMETIIN8  ompanies, etc. damaged by the Great East Japan

HT&olz, Earthquake.
The number of requests filed in 2014 was 1,781, and
the average period to notify first action results was
1.8 months from the date of request for accelerated

examination.

Ex 11 O EIREED FARIFOHRE EHX 12 O BIEEED FA (FHNUERETHHOHER
Chart 11 : Changes in the Average FA Pendency Chart 12 : Changes in the Number of FAs and the

in Trademark Examination Number of Decisions to Register Trademark
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Measures towards Improvement in
Quality of Examination
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In order to maintain and improve the quality of
trademark examination, the JPO has been taking
initiatives, such as, checking the contents of trademark
examination by approvers, revision of the Trademark
Examination Guidelines, development of the search
system, etc. In addition, in order to systematically
plan and implement the quality related measures and
collect various data related to the quality of trademark
examination, etc., Quality Management Officers were
established in the Trademark Division in April 2014.
The Examination Quality Management Committee for
Trademarks as an organization in the JPO provides
advices and determines the policy about the measures
which the Quality Management Officers planned.

(i) Publication of “Quality Policy” and “Quality
Manual”

In August 2014, the JPO published the “Quality
Policy on Trademark Examination” (Quality Policy) as
the fundamental principles of quality management.
In December 2014, the JPO published the “Quality
Management Manual for Trademark Examination”
which documented the quality management system
for trademark examination that consists of both quality
management itself and the system for implementing it.

(i) Measures for Minimizing Discrepancies in
Trademark Examination
In order to conduct a prompt and accurate decision
by sharing examiners’ expertise and knowledge, etc.
with each other, consultations are held among the
examiners and the directors to exchange opinions.

(iii) Quality Assurance

The approvers check all the results of the trademark
examinations (decisions of examinations, descriptions
in drafted notification, etc.) performed by examiners.

(iv) Quality Audit

The Quality Management Officers conduct sample
checks of drafted documents after final approvals and
checks have been made.
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(v) Understanding of Users’ Needs

With respect to the quality of overall trademark
examination procedures and the quality of examination
procedures on specific trademark applications, a
questionnaire for trademark examination quality is
conducted-in order to clarify points to be improved
based on issues pointed out by the users and reflects
the result to the measures taken for maintaining and
improving the quality of trademark examination. The
questionnaire is used for collection and analysis of
the evaluations from the users. Also, the JPO holds
meetings for exchanging opinions with companies and
accepts provision of information on individual cases.

(vi) Establishment of the Subcommittee on Examination
Quality Management

In August 2014, The JPO established the
“Subcommittee on Examination Quality Management”
under the Intellectual Property Committee of the
Industrial Structure Council, the Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry for the purpose of receiving
objective evaluation from external point of view about
the current status and system of quality management
for examination conducted in the JPO, and then
reflecting the evaluation results to further improve
examination quality.

Initiatives for Regional Collective
Trademarks

@ IR EHARIRIC RS9 S ENHE

(i) HugEFERHEOME

I ARG I T 5> Re R EEICREL. EE
RSP IIDBRIEEHIIEDEM L E3HE T 5726, 20065473
([CBASNT M E+EE (T—ER) BIHSBRINSEER
[EDVW T CNETEF2ENSHLENRTNEIERDRHEN
BHSEN . —EHEOBES CRHSNTONEERZTAE
ELECET.CNSOEEN LN RVRETEREZ(T5NS
ESltarAxoya

BHEZDERTHIEEREEGHCRSN TV
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(i) Outline of Regional Collective Trademark System

The Regional Collective Trademark System was
introduced in April 2006 in order to provide proper
protection for regional brands, to enhance industrial
competitiveness, and to revitalize local economies.
The trademarks composed of “regional name + goods
(services) name” could not be registered without gaining
nationwide public recognition. However, it has become
able to register trademarks even before being widely
throughout the nation recognized as long as they are
recognized by users within a certain range of area.

The subject to the registration used to be limited to
business cooperative associations, etc. However, it has
been expanded to include commercial and industry
associations, chambers of commerce and industry,
and specified nonprofit organizations (NPO) due to the
amendments to the Trademark Act in 2014 (see Chapter

51@).
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(ii) Filing/Registration Status of
Regional Collective Trademarks

As of the end of December 2014, 1,080 regional
collective trademark applications have been filed and
570 of them were registered.

When the registration number is viewed for each
region, 26 applications in Hokkaido, 40 in Tohoku, 85 in
Kanto and Koshin-etsu, 52 in Hokuriku, 77 in Tokai, 139
in Kinki, 36 in Chugoku, 26 in Shikoku, 73 in Kyushu,
and 15 in Okinawa have been registered as well as 3
foreign applications have been registered (applications
filed in a plurality of regions are counted in each region).

(i) Publicity Activities for Regional Collective
Trademarks

The JPO created a booklet to introduce the Regional
Collective Trademark system and has been distributing
them to users such as participants, of seminars In June
2014, the JPO created an English edition to introduce
registered Regional Collective Trademarks in Japan
in order to support businesses on the international
expansion of their regional brands, etc., widely
disseminating them inside and outside the country.

In accordance with amendment to the Trademark
Act in 2014, a new pamphlet was created and now
under the distribution.

O fF
[MBHEAEIE 2013] KU [Regional Brands in JAPAN]

Booklets of “Regionally Based Collective Trademarks in 2013”
and “Regional Brands in JAPAN”

O N>TLy b
NugEFEREREZ CFUTI D]

Pamphlet of “Do You Know Regional
Collective Trademark System?”
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*4 This means that taking ad-
vantage of non-registeration
of other’s trademark, the
third party files an applica-
tion for such trademark for
an unlawful purpose. This is
called “"bad-faith trademark
filing” and it has become ma-
jor issues shared among the
countries.
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Association and Cooperation
between TM5
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(i) Past Initiatives for TM5

In the field of trademark, international cooperation
had been promoted among three offices (Three
Trademark Offices), the Japan Patent Office (JPO),
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), and
the Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market
(Trademarks and Designs) (OHIM) since 2001. In
December 2011, a new cooperation framework, Five
Trademark Offices (hereinafter referred to as TM5), was
founded by the five trademark offices newly including
the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO) and the
State Administration for Industry & Commerce (SAIC).
TM5 exchanges information on the latest measures
taken by each office and examination opearation,
etc. at each office, and has been working on projects
of working-level cooperation. At the latest, the 3rd
Meeting was held in Tokyo in December 2014 and the
followings were discussed or presented.

a. Continuation/Expansion of Bad Faith Project(Bad
Faith Trademark Filing*4 Project)

A report, titled “Laws and Examination Guidelines/
Practices of the TM5 Offices against Bad Faith
Trademark Filings,” which was compiled by the JPO,
was highly appraised because of the report’s potential
contribution to information sharing and provision
among and with the offices concerning the worldwide
trademark systems and practices.

Moreover, the offices agreed to hold regular seminars
concerning bad faith trademark filings so as to develop
the research for such filings and study the measures for
addressing them.

b. Image Search (Joint Research on Figurative

Trademark Search) Project

The JPO compiled the results of the joint project,
including the challenges in retrieving images of
trademarks with similar features and the measures for
overcoming the challenges, an approach to introducing
an image-search system, and other achievements, into
a report.

Furthermore, the offices agreed to continue the joint
research project.
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%5 The average processing
period is an average period
from the request for ap-
peal/trial to the day when
the appeal/trial decision is
dispatched, the conclusive
day of the withdrawal/aban-
donment, or the day when
the notice of dismissal is
dispatched. However, in the
case of patents, the average
period of the cases in the
course of reconsiderations
by examiners before appeal
proceedings is calculated
from the day when the case
is placed in a state capable of
being subjected to proceed-
ing.
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C. Project to Improve Convenience of Madrid
Protocol Applicants by Enriching Information
Provision (New)

Aiming to encourage applicants to use the Madrid
System, the offices agreed that the JPO, in cooperation
with the WIPO, will lead an initiative to provide the
offices with information, in a user-friendly format, on
such domestic systems and procedures adopted by
designated countries with which applicants file an
application.

(ii) Others

On December 5, 2014, during the period of the
meeting, a trademark user session was held for public
users.

At the session, TM5 offices reported measures
conducted in the trademark field in a variety of
countries. They also made a presentation concerning
non-traditional trademarks such as sound marks and
motion marks, and many users attended it.

Trials and Appeals

Performance of Trial/Appeal

EHCHOTIF IEREETIREFYODLRGEERCERVEA
TH).2014F(CHITZFHBBME (3. 5511 2.48.
EFREA8.58. HIEN7.98TH o1 (MER1388]),
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In trials and appeals, the JPO addresses smooth
proceedings in appeals against an examiner’s
decision of refusal. In 2014, an average period for the
proceedings*> was 12.4 months for patent, 8.5 months
for design, and 7.9 months for trademark, respectively
(see Chart 13).
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*6 The trial for invalidation
is a trial against the JPO for
demanding invalidation of
patent, utility model, design,
or trademark which has
already been registered.

®*7 EREBROTERPERE
BILLBREFEANRHENDH
lc. BREROEBEEFKRTS
=4

%7 The trial for rescission is a
trial for demanding rescission
of registration of a registered
trademark when the registered
trademark is not used or is
misused by the owner of the
trademark right.
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Initiatives for Enhancing Contents
of Proceedings

(i) HEELOREBNLGRERE
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(i) Positive Communication with Party Concerned

In an inter-parties trial case such as an trial for
invalidation*® and a trial for rescission,*” in order to
improve grasp and arrangement of the exact points
at issue and the feeling of conviction of the party
concerned, oral proceeding is positively utilized. In the
oral proceeding, the party concerned communicates
with a panel orally, and thus it is useful for pulling
out the opinion of the party concerned which being
indescribable by letter as well as for grasping and
arranging the opposing point at issue.As for patent,
utility model and industrial design, a trial for invalidation,
in principle, is conducted through an oral proceeding
as long as all parties concerned did not file a request
for a documentary proceeding. As for trademark,
a trial for invalidation for which a written response
and a counter-statement have been submitted is, in
principle, conducted through an oral proceeding as
long as all parties concerned did not file a request for a
documentary proceeding.

In order to carry out the oral proceeding more
smoothly, the appeal court was equipped with IT
apparatuses. With the IT apparatuses, materials and
evidence articles for the technical explanation etc.
which the party concerned brought, and contents of
draft statement, which the trial clerk made, etc. can be
grasped promptly and exactly by all the participants.
This enables parties concerned to make points more
thoroughly.

In order to support companies, universities, etc. of
the region, the panel visits every place nationwide
and performs circuit trial in which the oral proceeding
of the trial for invalidation is conducted and district

20145 FJEORR
Chart 13 : States of Proceedings in 2014
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Number of
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¥55F-% A / Patents
and utility models

154108 /

8.5HnH / 18
15.4 months

BIE / Designs 8.5 months

79m8 / 8.4HH8 / 7708/ 5.6Hh8 /
itR / Trademarks 79'months 82 8.4 months 77'months  1:056 5.6 months

(f#Z) %1 Ffza6.
¥2:FERED SRR (/R RE) £ TOHRDFES (7272 U RO R ¥
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(Notes)*1: Including withdrawal
*2: An average period from the request to the final decision (decision or ruling)
(Among them, for the cases to which an advance notice of a trial decision
is notified in the trial for patent invalidation, the average period is from the

request to the advance notice.)
JPO STATUS REPORT 2015 O 5 9
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interview processing which facilitates communication
about processing of the appeal against an examiner's
decision of refusal.

In addition, the JPO promotes television interview for
making communication with the panel in a manner that
a demandant, etc. participates in interview processing
through its own PC.

(ii) Understanding and Analyzing the Trends in Court Desition

For the sake of exact proceeding, the holding of
the suit against appeal/trial decision and the holding
about the validity of right in the infringement suit are
analyzed and shared. In the trial for invalidation etc.,
the corroborative materials about the opinion of an
argument against decision of invalidity, which was
presented in the infringement suit, were obtained
through exchange of information with the court and
confirmation to the parties concerned, and thus
obtained corroborative materials are utilized in the
proceeding.

(iii) Sharing of Instruction Experience in Proceeding

In order to utilize instruction experiences in
proceeding of the chief administrative judges who
have many experiences in proceeding of invalidation
trial cases and proceeding in oral interviews, the chief
administrative judges participate in panels beyond the
field and share knowledge of how to advance difficult
cases including particular cases. The experiences will
contribute to improvement of the proceeding.

(iv) Contribution for Keeping and Improving Quality
of Examination

The Trial and Appeal Department performs
information exchange with the Examination Department
by feeding back results of proceeding to the
Examination Department, through meeting with the
Examination Department, etc. Thereby, the Trial and
Appeal Department contributes to the maintenance and
improvement of quality of examination from the position
as an upper instance in the Examination Department.

Better Rationalization of Proceeding
Utilizing External Knowledge

9 NEARRZ/EHA L -TEO—BDEIE(L

(i) BUEBEHRAS

2006EEHNS. BHBESHIC. PEOHNHELRE. HEL.
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WIS DV TERIEAIE BB (CL TIRETE T O TE 2. 2L T
BONIAREHEREREBEL TEEDIENSFHTITTHH
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(i) Trial and Appeal Practitioner Study Group

The “Case Study on the Inventive Step” has been
held every year from FY2006 by patent practitioners
as members, e.g., members of [P section of companies,
patent attorneys, lawyers, and administrative judges. In
the “Case Study on the Inventive Step”, deliberation has
been made on how to make decisions and holdings on
individual cases in which novelty and/or inventive step
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(iii ) BHIRBES
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was at issue. The deliberation result was summarized
into a report, which is publicly announced via the web
site of the JPO in order to spread it to the public.

In order to ensure step up of this initiative, the “Case
Study on the Inventive Step” was renamed to the “Trial
and Appeal Practitioner Study Group” in FY2011. The
target to be studied was expanded to also designs and
trademarks in addition to patents (policy committee
in each field), and also a policy committee (Trial and
Appeal Practitioner Policy Committee) was established
aiming at improvement of oral proceedings. In FY2014,
it was a target of the JPO as the practicing office to
analyze important trial decisions for the sake of
improvement of trial and appeal practice and announce
at least 20 analysis results thereof. To this end, the
“Trial and Appeal Practitioner Study Group” was held,
and points at issue of, for example, determination of
inventive step, admission of cited invention, etc. were
deliberated for 20 cases (composed of 14 patent and
utility model cases, 2 design cases and 4 trademark
cases).

(i) Executive Legal Advisor on Trials and Appeals

From the end of FY2007, former judges and academic
experts who have sufficient experiences in the IP field
have been invited as executive legal advisers on trials
and appeals in order to obtain advices on advanced
legal issues from them as well as request them for
lectures at training sessions.

The Meeting of Executive Legal Advisors on Trials
and Appeals is held by the legal advisors in order to
receive proposals about the desirable system and its
operation in trials and appeals, which facilitates further
rationalization of the operation in Trial and Appeal
Department.

(iii) Consultant on Trials and Appeals

In order to contribute to improvement of satisfactory
feeling of conviction of the party concerned and
more improvement in transparency of proceeding,
a consultant on trials and appeals who has a judicial
officer qualification, etc. is utilized to create a reference
opinion on the contents of the oral proceeding and
notice/record about proceeded matters from the
external viewpoint. The reference opinion is fed back
to the chief administrative judge who instructed the
oral proceeding. The consultant on trials and appeals is
positively utilized in their proceedings, for example, the
consultation from an aspect of a civil law, etc.

JPO STATUS REPORT 2015 O 6 1
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*8 With respect to patents,
cases of appeals against an
examiner’s decision of refusal
that satisfies any of the fol-
lowing requirements are tar-
geted: 1) an application relat-
ing to use, i.e., the invention
of the application has already
been used by the demandant;
2) an overseas-related appli-
cation having a counterpart in
a foreign country; 3) an appli-
cation of which demandant is
any one of a small and medi-
um-sized company, a private
person, an university, a TLO,
or a public institution; 4) an
application of which invention
is carried out in a course of
trade by the one who is not
the demandant (third party)
after the publication of the
patent application of the ap-
peal case; 5) a patent appli-
cation to which a patent right
is sought on a green invention
(an invention effective in sav-
ing energy, reduction of CO2,
etc.); 6) an application whose
demandant is the one, etc.
suffered from the damage,
etc. due to the Earthquake;
and 7) an application relating
to the Asian Industrial Center
Promotion Law.

Further, in the cases of
designs and trademarks,
cases of appeals against an
examiner's decision of refusal
that satisfies the requirement
similar to those of the accel-
erated examination are also
targeted.

FIRORER{LICEI T SEE

Initiatives for Speeding-Up of Proceeding

(i) PRORHFRR ~EFITSEROEH~
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(i) Accelerated Resolution of Dispute -Post-grant Trial-

With respect to the trial case in which validity
of right is put in issue after the grant thereof, e.g.,
trial for invalidation, etc., proceeding thereof will
be preferentially carried out aiming at accelerated
resolution of the dispute.

(ii) Accelerated Acquisition of Right -Pre-grant Appeal-

In response to the needs for accelerated decision,
the accelerated appeal examination system
where proceeding of a case will be preferentially
conducted upon request is applied to the case of
appeal against an examiner’s decision of refusal in
so far as the case satisfies a specific requirement.
*8In 2014, the accelerated appeal examination was
requested in 156 patent cases, O design cases, and
8 trademark cases.

Initiatives towards Strengthening of
International Association

(i) BHEMRES
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(i) Trial and Appeal Expert Meeting

In order to exchange information of the trial/appeal
field, etc., the Trial and Appeal Expert Meeting is held
to activate the argument between the practitioners
of the Trial and Appeal Department of each country
(Intellectual Property Trial and Appeal Board in KIPO,
the Patent Reexamination Board of SIPO, the Trial and
Appeal Department in the JPO).

a. JPO-SIPO-KIPO Trial and Appeal Expert Meeting

In August 2013, the 1st JPO-SIPO-KIPO Trial
and Appeal Expert Meeting was held in Tokyo. In
September 2014, the 2nd JPO-SIPO-KIPO Trial and
Appeal Expert Meeting was held in the Republic of
Korea. In the 2nd Meeting, procedures taken in the
appeals against an examiner’s decision of refusal were
studied and compared with each other between the
three offices. Further, an agreement was made to
expand the administrative judge Exchange program to
the framework of three countries including China after
the following fiscal year.

b. JPO-KIPO Trial and Appeal Expert Meeting

The 1st JPO-KIPO Trial and Appeal Expert Meeting
was held in December 2010. Since then, the meeting is
continuously held every year.
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The 5th JPO-KIPO Trial and Appeal Experts Meeting
was held in the Republic of Korea in July 2014. In the
5th Meeting, a seminar was given by administrative
judges of the JPO on the specific system and operation
of the Trial and Appeal system of the JPO in order to
promote understanding of the system for the authorized
personnel of KIPO, and an agreement was made on the
continuous implementation of the Administrative judge
program.

C. JPO-SIPO Trial and Appeal Expert Meeting

In November 2013, administrative judges of the
JPO visited the Patent Reexamination Board of SIPO
(counterpart to the Trial and Appeal Department of
the JPO) in China to collect information on possible
cooperation between both countries in the trial
and appeal field, trial and appeal system, etc. In the
following Meeting by the Commissioners of the JPO
and the SIPO, agreement was made on regular-base
holding of the JPO-SIPO Trial and Appeal Expert
Meeting in the field of trial and appeal to strengthen
exchange between them.

(ii) Administrative judge exchange program
a. JPO-KIPO Administrative judge exchange program

In November 2013, the JPO dispatched administrative
judges to Intellectual Property Trial and Appeal Board
of the KIPO (counterpart to the Trial and Appeal
Department of the JPO), for the first Administrative
judge exchange program. In the 2nd JPO-KIPO
administrative judge exchange program in November
2014, the Trial and Appeal Department of the JPO
accepted the administrative judges of the KIPO, and
conducted a meeting based on hearing of an oral
proceeding of the JPO and investigation of processing
practices of Trials and Appeals.

b. JPO-TIPO Administrative judge exchange program

In June 2014 the JPO dispatched administrative
judges to the Intellectual Property Section, the Economic
Department of the Taiwan Intellectual Property Office
(TIPO) (in charge of reexamination, an invalidation
examination, etc.), and the JPO-TIPO Administrative
judges exchange program was held. At the JPO-TIPO
administrative judges exchange program, exchange of
the fundamental information and mutual understanding
of organizations and systems of trial and appeal
proceeding of the JPO and the reexamination and
invalidity examination of the TIPO were advanced, and
opinions were exchanged about possible cooperation
in the field of trial and appeal.

JPO STATUS REPORT 2015 O 6 3
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Globalization of corporate activities is progressing as the export destinations expand due to the

growth of emerging markets, and overseas expansion of production base a R&D center, etc. In or-

der for a company to deployment its business globally, it is important that intellectual property is

protected and utilized outside Japan. Therefore the JPO carries out efforts for further harmoniza-

tion of the IP system among countries and the infrastructure development of the intellectual prop-

erty in emerging countries, etc.
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(20145F6 A 6H:EE - #1l1)

Discussions towards Improvement of
Global IP System

The Seventh Meeting of the IP5 Heads of Office
(June 6, 2014: Busan, the Republic of Korea)
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The number of patent applications filed with the IP5
Offices, namely, the JPO, the USPTO, the EPO, the SIPO
and the KIPO, now reaches 2.08 million accounting
for approximately 80% of all the 2.57 million patent
applications filed worldwide. In response to this
situation, the IP5 Offices have been holding meetings
of the IP5 Heads of Office from 2007, aiming to lead
global efforts in the field of intellectual property. Under
this framework, the IP5 Offices have been cooperating
in handling various issues, including the Offices’ mutual
access to examination results, simplifying application
procedures, and enhancing the quality of patent
examinations.

The IP5 Industry, the IP5 Offices deliberated and
agreed on the areas to be prioritized in discussions
on achieving the harmonization of their patent
examination practices  (written description and
sufficiency of disclosure, citation of prior art, and unity
of invention). In addition, the JPO proposed a policy
on streamlined common recognitions among the IP5
Offices, under which users are able to access the results
of examination in a timely manner, and the IP5 Offices
agreed.
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*9 Tegernsee Group: The first
meeting on patent-system
harmonization was held at
Tegernsee in the suburb of
Munich,Germany, in July
2011. Ever since then, the
group of offices participating
in these meetings has been
called the“Tegernsee Group.”
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%10 Grace Period: This refers
to a certain period of time
before the dates on which
applications are actually filed
for patents. During the grace
period, the novelty of inven-
tions is not considered to be
lost, even if information on
these inventions has been dis-
closed before applicants file
patent applications for them.
One of the major discussion
points about the grace period
is the mode of disclosures in
which the grace period can be
applied, such as whether the
grace period should be limited
to international exhibitions. (In
Japan, there is a regulation on
“exceptions to lack of novelty
of invention” correspondingly.)
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*11 When later-filed applica-
tions are examined, there are
cases that they are rejected
on the grounds that inven-
tions claimed in earlier-filed,
unpublished applications are
deemed to be publicly known
prior art, although they are in
fact secret prior art. Such earli-
er-filed applications are called
“conflicting applications.” (In
Japan, provisions of Article
29bis of the Patent Act, which
are the rules dealing with “the
expanded effect of earlier-filed
applications,” apply to con-
flicting applications.) One of
the discussion points is to de-
termine what extent the effect
of such secret prior art being
claimed in earlier-filed, un-
published applications should
be admitted, and therefore
become the basis for rejecting
later-filed applications.
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Tegernsee Symposium on Patent System
Harmonization (July 10, 2014: Tokyo)
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The “Tegernsee Group*®” which consists of the
Trilateral Offices, namely, the JPO, the USPTO, and the
EPO; and the IP Offices of major European countries such
as the United Kingdom, Germany, France and Denmark,
has been advancing discussions on international
harmonization of patent systems. At the meeting held
in April 2014, the Tegernsee Group agreed to release
the Final Consolidated Report on the Tegernsee User
Consultations. The Final Consolidated Report contains
a joint factual summary analyzing the results of user
consultations that each of the offices held on four key
issues involved with harmonization, namely, the grace
period*'%, treatment of conflicting applications*'",
18-month publication, and prior user rights, which are
the prime areas in which large differences are found
among the offices.

Based on this, the JPO held an international
symposium on patent system harmonization, entitled
the “Tegernsee Symposium,” with a focus on the grace
period that is a main interest of users, in cooperation
with the International Association for the Protection
of Intellectual Property (AIPPI) and the International
Federation of Intellectual Property Attorneys (FICPI), in
Japan on July 10, 2014.

By these informative presentations and discussions,
both the private and public sectors were able to share
a common understanding, in that discussions should
be further advanced toward harmonizing the patent
system, especially the grace period.

The 2014 WIPO Assemblies
(September 22-30, 2014: Geneva, Switzerland)

WIPONEERE(E WIPODEREEFREMKBE TH!) . BF
BEHICEESN TV S, BAERETTHS FFERE. KRR
FREBEZIOHETIRERANHE Ulc. RBRTE REAE AL
BFEDED P BEESFN (OLT) DARXRBDEHEZFECDE
ESIE(COVTEHMmEITOI,
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WIPO are the highest decision-making body of WIPO,
and is held during the same period every year. From
the JPO, the delegation of Japan, which includes Mr.
Ito, Commissioner of the JPO and Mr. Kihara, Deputy
Commissioner of the JPO, attended. During these
Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO, discussions
were conducted on a variety of important issues such
as appointment of the next Deputy Directors General
and Assistant Directors General, and convening of a
diplomatic conference for the adoption of a Design Law
Treaty (DLT).

50th Anniversary of Japan’s accession to the
OECD “Conference on IP Statisticsfor Decision
Makers in Tokyo” (November 17-18, 2014:Tokyo)

HAER TR HRFEEE (OECD) 3. HEBF D
OECDIAS0BFEZD—REL T ANMERStRGZEER
[CHENTHID CRELIC. REBRICEHREEZFABEHE.

The Japan Patent Office (JPO), for the first time,
hosted the Conference on IP Statistics for Decision
Makers in Japan together with the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and
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(Top Left) Mr. Iwai, Parliamentary Vice Minister of Economy,
Trade and Industry

(Top Right) Mr. Tamaki, Deputy Secretary General of the OECD

(Under Left) Mr. Ito, Commissioner of the JPO

(Under Righ) Mr. Nishimura, Executive Director of the ERIA
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Development (OECD), as a part of 50th anniversary
events for Japan as a member of the OECD. At the
beginning, Mr. Iwai, Parliamentary Vice Minister of
Economy, Trade and Industry, Mr. Tamaki,

Deputy Secretary General of the OECD, and Mr. Ito,
Commissioner of the JPO delivered welcome address
to all guests and participants. Subsequently, IP5 High
Level Policy Panel was conducted, where Mr. Kihara,
Deputy Commissioner of the JPO attended. On the
second day, Mr. Nishimura, Executive Director of
the Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East
Asia (ERIA) delivered key note speech. Besides, the
audience heard panel discussions of experts in Asia
and economists from [P offices and international
organizations, and enjoyed research presentations on
the conference theme. During the two-day conference,
active and fruitful discussions on intellectual property,
economy, and statistics were observed.

FREFHTNLANIUCED NIV Y5>

High Level Policy Panel

The Third TM5 Annual Meeting
(December 3-5, 2014: Tokyo)
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ERSFTEE(CK . PEENZIZEFEAT (ID5) 267Zal%d
dlElcarlrz.

O 6 6 JPO STATUS REPORT 2015

To support global business deployment of companies
by developing an environment where users’ trademark
and design is adequately protected and utilized in
every country in the world, through the international
cooperation by the five offices, namely, the JPO, the
USPTO, the OHIM, the SAIC, and the KIPO.

At the meeting, TM5 offices compiled reports for
[i] systems and practices on the so-called bad faith
trademark filings in the TM5 offices, in which a third party
who is not related to the owner of a trademark, such
as a famous region or brand name, files an application
for the trademark and registers it with other offices
overseas without the owner’s consent; and [ii] possible
challenges in a new approach to retrieving images of
registered trademarks and measures for overcoming the
challenges. (see Chapter 3 ®). Further, the TM5 offices
agreed to separate the design matters currently covered
by the TM5 collaboration into a new industrial design
forum, called “ID5", which will expand to include SIPO in
addition to the JPO, The USPTO, the OHIM and the KIPO.
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Deepening of Cooperation with Asian
Nations
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Chart 14 : Number of patent applications in the world in 2013
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¥ Policy towards China and the Republic
of Korea

In 2013, the number of patent applications filed
with the JPO, the SIPO, and the KIPO, reached about
1.36 million, accounting for over half of all the 2.57
million patent applications worldwide. Taking into
account such situation the significance of enhancing
cooperation among the three countries of Japan,
China, and the Republic of Korea is increasing.

(&#} /Source)
WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics Data Center

JPO-SIPO Deputy Commissioners Meeting
(October 24, 2014: Qingdao, China)

ARG TEF BEFFTA BFPPHICOWT. 2—F—0
MEMZEEHDIEHICH AL TVLZETERUIZ £ hE
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BAICBIT32014F~2016FD 773> FIUCERUIZ,
ZOfh BE. (L. T AN BRE. EHEICDIZSH IS
DWW THEL.
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At the meeting, the JPO and the SIPO agreed to
cooperate in enhancing user friendliness of the Patent
Prosecution Highway Program (PPH) between the
two offices. In addition, both sides also agreed with
Action Plan for 2014 to 2016 on Patent Classification
Cooperation so as to further improve the search
environment of Chinese patent documents. Furthermore,
both offices also discussed the possible cooperation in
a variety of fields, including design, automation, appeals
and trials, and human resource development.

The 26th Bilateral Heads Meeting between the
JPO and the KIPO (October 29, 2014: Tokyo)

ARBTE FEFBEROT —ITHICEITDHcREEE
AT AGRICE ST T CIHRT BHRT —I MR
WERICHTDELD T BEROE R ERVBAEEND E2.
Ot R BE. AR BHF. 2 HEICOIEDHAICONT
BELIo

At the meeting, both sides concluded a new agreement
concerning exchange of patent information
data. This agreement is expected to expand the scope of
data subject to data exchange between the JPO
and the KIPO, and further enhance dissemination and
utilization of patent information in both countries. In
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addition, at the meeting, both sides discussed the
possible cooperation in a variety of fields, including the
patent, design, trademark, and appeals and trials fields.

The 14th Trilateral Policy Dialogue Meeting
among the JPO, SIPO and KIPO (November 10,
2014: Seoul, the Republic of Korea)
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Since 2001, the three offices have held the annual
commissioners meeting, and have continued to enhance
cooperation in a variety of fields, including comparing
IP systems and examination practices among the offices,
design, automation, human resource development, and
appeals and trials. Inthe Meeting, the three offices agreed
to publicize the results of comparative study regarding
differences in laws, regulations and examination criteria
concerning patent application procedures and appeals
and trials procedures among the three offices.

In addition, taking this opportunity, a symposium was
held with users from the three countries, and participants
proactively exchanged opinions concerning the utility
model system and other IP issues.

¥ Policy towards ASEAN Countries

The ASEAN countries are promised as a future
business deployment place of the Japanese companies,
and improving and strengthening of the IP system
are urgent issues from a viewpoint of improving the
environment of ASEAN countries.

The 4th JAPAN-ASEAN Heads of Intellectual Property
Offices Meeting (July 2, 2014: Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam)

BAER T 201 5SFDREREZBIETASEANZHFD
HNWMERERRBICIH NI 5726201 26 28(CASEANGEE
DIRWEAET DN LNV FED R = E U THASEANFFF
TRERGZAIRL. -~ —X2RBE2BNIS AMER-
M ET > 7 7B RBEFEDIRZITOT S,
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The JPO established a cooperative framework of the
Japan-ASEAN Heads of IP Offices Meeting in February
2012, in order to facilitate its cooperation for improving
IP systems in the ASEAN, which sets a goal of regional
economic integration by 2015. The Meeting is designed
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to be an opportunity for high-level officials from the JPO
and the IP Offices in the ASEAN countries to exchange
views. The JPO, based on user needs, has implemented
a wide variety of assistance activities such as support
for human resources development and building IP
infrastructure.

At the 4th JAPAN-ASEAN Heads of Intellectual
Property Offices Meeting, the JPO and the ASEAN
IP Offices formulated the cooperation program on
IP issues for FY2014. Also, the JPO and the ASEAN
IP Offices confirmed that, based on the extensive
knowledge and experiences compiled at the JPO for
years, the JPO will continue its support to the ASEAN
IP Offices also for 2015 and beyond, on such activities
as building human resource development and IP office
management schemes suitable for each country, and
enhancing information systems infrastructure.

The JPO Strengthens the Cooperative
Relationship with ASEAN in the Field of IP

(i) 794VE> (20148228 FR)
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(i) Philippines (August 22, 2014: Tokyo)

Commissioner Ito had a meeting with Mr. Ricardo
R. Blancaflor, director general, Intellectual Property
Office of the Philippines (at the time), and signed a
Memorandum of Cooperation (MOC) including patent
examiner exchange, exchange of IP data, etc.

As a main cooperative framework based on this MOC
in FY2014, the JPO dispatched patent examiners to the
country as lecturers in a training program for examination
practices in the field of mobile technologies and experts
in the field of a patent information exchange.

(ii) Myanmar (August 25, 2014: Nay Pyi Daw, Myanmar)

Commissioner Ito had a meeting with Dr. Zaw Win,
director general, Ministry of Science and Technology,
and both sides confirmed the results of Japan-
Myanmar cooperation, about which JPO'’s support for
providing comments concerning Myanmar's draft IP
laws contributed to the submission of the draft IP laws
to Union Attorney General's Office by the Ministry of
Science and Technology in June 2014. Also, the both
sides signed a Record of discussion (ROD) about the
Japan-Myanmar cooperation in FY2014, aiming to
support establishing an IP office, support operation of
trademark registration system after the establishment

JPO STATUS REPORT 2015 O 6 9
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whether or not the contents
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quirements for registration of
industrial property rights.
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of the IP office.

As a main cooperative framework based on this ROD
in FY2014, the JPO dispatched experts to the ministry
for the long term, aiming to support establishing an IP
office and also dispatched examiners on patent and
industrial design to help Myanmar’s training programs
for substantive examination.

(iii) Singapore (August 26, 2014: Singapore)

Commissioner Ito attended an IP seminar, titled
“IP WEEK,” which was organized by the Intellectual
Property Office of Singapore (IPOS), and delivered a
speech concerning the cooperation between Japan
and ASEAN countries. Taking this opportunity, he also
had a meeting with Mr. Tan Yih San, chief executive of
IPOS, and concluded a revised MOC, which includes
the efforts for improving the IPOS’s capability for
implementing the substantive examination*!? through
examiners exchange and for supporting the fostering of
newly-employed patent examiners at the IPOS.

As a main cooperative framework based on this
MOC in FY2014, the JPO dispatched patent examiners
in the field of information and telecommunications and
experts about building human resource development
scheme support.

(iv) Indonesia (August 27, 2014: Jakarta, Indonesia)

Commissioner Ito attended a seminar concerning
trademarks, titled the “Japan-Indonesia Pre IP Forum,”
which was organized by the JPO, where he delivered
a speech concerning the JPO’s recent trademark
administration. Taking advantage of this seminar, he
had a meeting with Dr. Ahmad Mujahid Ramli, director
general, Directorate General of Intellectual Property
Rights (DGIPR), and both sides concluded an MOC
which includes bilateral cooperation for strengthening
the DGIPR’s capability for implementing the substantive
examination, including those for trademarks, and JPO’s
support for DGIPR in operating the PPH and so on in
the DGIPR.

As a main cooperative framework based on this
MOC in FY2014, the JPO received a design examiner
for the purpose of studying Japan’s design system and
dispatched a patent examiner in the technical field of
computer software.
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(v) Cambodia (November 27, 2014: Tokyo)

Commissioner Ito had a meeting with HE. OUK
Prachea, Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Commerce
of Cambodia and signed a MOC which includes
sharing of experiences about IT infrastructure, and
the improvement of the capability of examiners and
officials.

As a main cooperative framework based on this MOC
in FY2014, the JPO gave cooperation concerning the
improvement of a trademark examination work flow.

(vi) Malaysia (December 9, 2014: Tokyo)

On August 22, Commissioner Ito and Mrs. Shamsiah
(at the time), Deputy Director General of the Intellectual
Property Corporation of Malaysia (MyIPO) exchanged a
Letter of Intent (LOI) by way of a letter which includes
starting of a PPH pilot program from October 1. On
December 9, Commissioner Ito had a meeting with
Chairman Ismail and Director General Shamsiah and
others and had a discussion on the operating state of
the PPH pilot program and the signature of another LOI
which includes cooperation between the two offices.
On January 20, 2015, Commissioner Ito exchanged the
LOI by way of a letter which includes strengthening of
the examiners’ capabilities for substantive examination,
supporting of automation of formality checks, etc.

As a main cooperative framework based on this MOC
in FY2014, the JPO dispatched patent examiners in the
field of biotechnology and nanotechnology.
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(vii) Thailand (December 22, 2014: Nonthaburi, Thailand)

Commissioner Ito had a meeting with Ms. Malee
Choklumlerd, Director General of the Department of
Intellectual Property (DIP) of Thailand, and exchanged
opinions on future directions of the bilateral cooperation
agenda, including strengthening cooperation in the field
of patent examinations. Going forward, the JPO will
invite patent examiners from the DIP to attend the mid-
and long-term training programs on patent examination
practices in the JPO.

(viii) Vietnam (December 23, 2014: Hanoi, Vietnam)

On September 22, 2014, Deputy Commissioner
Kihara had a meeting with Dr. Pham Phi Anh, Deputy
Director General of the National Office of Intellectual
Property of Vietnam (NOIP) in Geneva, Switzerland, and
agreed on starting consideration towards launching a
PPH pilot program, and holding of a Japan-Vietnam
Intellectual Property Seminar for the public and private
sectors. On October 2, Commissioner Ito and Mr. Minh,
Director General of the NOIP (at the time) exchanged
the letter of a revised MOC which includes promotion
of work-sharing and Examiner Exchange Program, etc.
between Japan and Vietnam.

As a main cooperative framework based on this
MOC in FY2014, the JPO invited patent examiners and
trademark examiners to training course on examination
practice and supported system development of the
NOIP.

Furthermore, on December 23, Commissioner [to
had a meeting with Mr. Tran Van Tung, Deputy Minister
of the Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST)
of Vietnam, and exchanged opinions on the ongoing
progress of a project being coordinated by the Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and holding a
government-private joint IP seminar.
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*13 The V4 is a cooperative
framework consisting of four
countries, namely, Czech Re-
public, Hungary, Poland and
Slovakia. Additionally, the
year 2014 marks the V4 +
Japan Exchange Year.

#14 20145F6BOWIPO/PCT
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%14 The idea of establish-
ing an ISA in the V4 was
introduced at the WIPO/PCT
working group held in June
2014.
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%15 Rule 36 of the current
regulations under the PCT
stipulates Minimum Require-
ments for International
Searching Authorities (ISA) as
follows: having at least 100
full-time employees; provid-
ing @ minimum documenta-
tion sufficient for conducting
searches; the capability of
conducting quality manage-
ment and so on.
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Expansion of Cooperative Countries

The JPO Strengthens the Cooperative Relationship
with IP Offices of Visegrad Group in the Field of IP
(September 23, 2014: Geneva, Switzerland).
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Approximately ten years have passed since Japan and
the Visegrad Group*®* (V4) established a cooperative
relationship, and more than 600 Japanese enterprises
are developing their business in the V4 countries. The
number of patent applications filed with the IP offices
in the V4 by Japanese enterprises is also increasing.
For example, the number of patent applications filed
by Japanese enterprises with the IP office in Poland
increased by 60% in the last two years.

In addition, the V4 has been advancing its efforts for
establishing an International Searching Authority (ISA)
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty.*'* The V4 has
requested that the JPO shares their IP knowledge based
on their long-term experience in order to support V4 in
satisfying the requirements for becoming an ISA.*1>

Commissioner Ito and the heads of IP offices of V4
held a meeting. They shared the recognition that
IP rights, including patent rights, are indispensable
elements for promoting innovation and accelerating
economic development, and they signed a MOC to
enhance Japan-V4 mutual cooperation in the field of IP.

Specifically, the MOC consists of the following:
sharing the JPO’s knowledge of the ISA services and
information between the JPO and the V4 concerning
the measures for promoting innovation, and dispatching
the experts in the field of IP.
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The JPO Strengthens Cooperation in IP Field with
Colombia (August 4, 2014: Bogota, Colombia)
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The JPO has been strengthening its cooperation
with Latin American countries in the field of intellectual
property (IP) in order to improve the IP infrastructure in
these rapidly growing countries, as well as to support
business activities of Japanese companies doing
business in Latin American countries.

Japan and Colombia have been negotiating on
an Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) since
December 2012, and the relationship between the two
countries in terms of economic activities is expected
to advance further. The two countries have been
strengthening their cooperative relationship also in the
field of IP. And, on July 29, 2014, in a joint statement
made by Japan's Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and
Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos, both leaders
welcomed the development of cooperation activities
between the respective offices in the field of intellectual
property including the early commencement of the
Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) pilot project.

In order to put the cooperative initiatives into motion,
the JPO and the SIC signed on August 4, 2014, a
Memorandum of Cooperation (MOC) in Bogota, the
capital of Colombia. Also on the same day, both sides
agreed to start a PPH pilot program from September 1,
2014, which was the first PPH program between the
JPO and a South American country.



#16 HAEEF. 2008FE. 77
UHBEEECH TN EHE
DEFBEXIET D 77)H
RUO#FBFE EEGT 778
[WIPO7 7Uh 77> R]%RIE
LIz B77 2RI T77UHHEBESE
ICHT 2N EEHIEDE K
BE. BREOESZYEAHICHE
DBAMORFE. BRIEOERP
BRI DL RbeBNEL
TH) AREGELZOFHO—ERE
LTRHESNIZED TH B,

*16 In FY2008, the Govern-
ment of Japan established a
voluntary Funds-in-Trust for
Africa and LDCs in WIPO to
support them to develop their
industrial property system.
The Funds-in-Trust aim at (a)
awareness building of the
importance of the industrial
property system for economic
and technological develop-
ment and of the benefits to
be derived from the effective
use of the system; (b) assis-
tance to developing countries
in establishing or strengthen-
ing their industrial property
laws and institutions; and (c)
development of human re-
sources in the concerned sec-
tors of the administration and
utilization of the industrial
property system.The meet-
ing was held as a part of the
fund’s activities.
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High-level Meeting on Intellectual Property
(June 10-11, 2014: Lomé, Togo)
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WIPO High-level Meeting for African Intellectual
Property Organization (OAPl) Member Countries,
etc. was held with the financial assistance from the
Government of Japan through its Funds-in-Trust*'®
arrangement for Africa and LDCs. JPO Commissioner
Hato (at the time) participated and had a meeting
with the leaders in the Government of the Republic of
Togo, including H. E. Dama Dramani, President of the
National Assembly, and heads of Intellectual Property
Offices in some African countries. He is the first JPO
Commissioner to visit Africa in more than thirty years
and the first to visit Togo.

In these meetings, the African officials stated
appreciation for the support Japan has already provided
to improve IP system and also expressed a strong
expectation of continued support and cooperation
from Japan to Africa.
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go.jp

(Service is available from 8 to
22 while the JPO is open)
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Plan for Optimization of Operations and
Systems of the JPO

The JPO has advanced system development along
with the “Plan for Optimization of Operations and
Systems of the JPO” (for FY2013 through FY2022), a
development plan of the information system at the JPO
formulated in March 2013, to simplify the structure of
all systems in 10years. In the first 5years, it is focused
on system development to address high-priority policy
matters using the JPO’s systems in patent administration
while the structure of systems is reviewed.

In developing a system addressing high-priority
policy matters using the JPO’s systems in patent
administration, the following measures will be taken:
(1) redundancy of receiving system; (2) building a MT/
retrieval system corresponding to Chinese/Korean
patent and utility model documents; (3) response
to new design/trademark systems; (4) integrated
management and enhancement of data subject to
provision; (5) expansion of electrical processing of PCT
applications; (6) completion of real-time system for part
of business, etc.

Regarding (1), “a back-up center for the receiving
system” started their operation in October 2014. Even
if it becomes impossible to use the receiving system at
the JPO building due to disaster, procedures including
e-filing will be possible by building back-up centers for
the receiving system in the remote place not affected
by the disaster.

Regarding (2), the"Chinese and Korean Gazette
Translation and Search System”*'7 was released on
January 5, 2015. This system enables full text searches
in Japanese of Chinese and Korean patent and utility
model documents (A trial version had been provided
since November 13, 2014).

System structure will be further optimized in January
2015 by migrating the existing two host computers to
open system while building the open system with a
database which will be shared by information systems
at the JPO.

In order to further develop the system in the
future, “documents visualizing the JPO business,”
comprehensively documenting the current JPO
business, was competed in December 2014. This
document will enable the JPO to more efficiently and
accurately explore the details of the development.
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Chart 15 : Plan for Optimization of Operations and Systems of the JPO
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Addressig high-priority policy matters using JPO's systems _ _

Redundancy of receiving system

Building MT/retrieval system
corresponding to Chinese/Korean
patent and utility model documents

Response to new trademark systems,
Response to the introduction of
post-grant review system of rights

Response to new design systems
(expansion of function)

Response to new design systems

Integrated management and
enhancement of data subject to
provision

Expansion of electrical processing
of PCT applications

Review of system structure

(migration of the host computer to ope (Completion of rea
for part business)
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PhaseII

FY2018 ~ FY2022

Elaborate the Plan
for the Phase II

JPO STATUS REPORT 2015



Ex 16

S IBROHE AT A

20—-N)L - R>I

70—/ R THRE G SEROMEORH DY AT A
EEESE B EIC RV RBN BB AT AEEEL KT
DEEBPHEDAES5T  HEAC—RARESTHEE
[CEADZETHDI—H—DUEBERT —INEHICTITEATE
B—TLEH —E2DRMEEET JEREY 3> TH D,

COEY3IYOERRBICAFEEMEO—DEL T HAER
FITE BERUHEOFFTOEEENBRRPEBDAK
BEFTICHERESNIc—EOEBOHE-SEHEER(N T
15 E—IELCSRBUERY AT LATHB[T - R=F)L-
N T (OPD) ]z AKRKFHFFTOREXCSVTHEEL. BB
EBOHEREICEML TV D,

ZORY TFROBESRORYNT =2 AREFTLAND
KT BN BERERHFTE BEDOPDY A7 AEWIPOA
HFIT BRI ITIHEHRS B X7 AWIPO-CASE (Centralized
Access to Search and Examination) &Mz, 20144
S3BICHIILC CNICEKN  20TAFARDSF A —ARSIUT .
HFY REOSEREITEDOB T F2. 2014F128Hh 53,
AAZTNFHFTFEDOBTRY TIBEROIEESRERB LI,
INS5DOMREEFA N THEROBESRORY NI —TIC
ASEANEEE DR T HSOREE DR D WIPOLH AL D
D EBERUHERETOITY AT AREDXIREZIT>TWV 5,

B8 70—V RS THEBLFETL Y  BARERETT Tl 1>
-y heMALULLIBEEEMERYRNT—7 (AIPN) 281
T BHAEORS TIEHREREGEICHEIREIERL . 66 DBIMTFEFTIC
RBHLUTWD F55r8EE/\ 7V (PPH) OFIARG S8
BHTOBEEICSV . HEAEBNOHEOEEREZSRTD
CENTTREE ) BZEICH (T EBEDMEIENVEDE L&
TBELTWVS,

Chart 16 : Dossier Information Sharing System
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Global Dossier

The global dossier concept is a future vision of
establishing a common virtual system by linking the
systems of patent offices to each other, aiming at
provision of integrated service in which, not only the
examiners and officials of the JPO, but also all the users
relating to the intellectual property including applicants
and the general public can easily access necessary
data.

As one of the efforts towards realization of this vision,
the JPO has built the “One Portal Dossier (OPD)" within
the framework of the IP5 Offices. The “One Portal
Dossier (OPD)” is a system allowing examiners of IP5
Offices (Japan, the U.S., Europe, China, and the Republic
of Korea) to retrieve patent family information for
applications filed with IP5 Offices and their examination
information (dossier information). This contributes to
enhancing efficiency of examination practices among
them.

In order to expand the cross-reference network
of dossier information outside IP5 Offices, the JPO
established the linkage between the OPD system
of Japan and the WIPO-CASE (Centralized Access to
Search and Examination), which was developed by the
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) for
secure dossier information exchange, in March 2014.
Owing to this, the Japan started dossier information
exchange with IP offices in Australia, Canada, and the
United Kingdom in April 2014 and with the Israel Patent
Office in December 2014. Based on the ahievements
and experiences, the JPO started to work on the
ASEAN countries/regions in cooperation with the WIPO
in order for their IP offices to join this cross-reference
network of dossier information, providing necessary
support to improve IT system of each Patent Office.

Even before the global dossier concept emerged, the
JPO had already started providing Japanese dossier
information, machine-translated into English, for 66
foreign IP offices, through the internet-based Advanced
Industrial Property Network (AIPN). This enables
examiners in foreign IP offices to refer to examination
information for applications filed with the JPO through
the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) program, which
contributes to realizing efficient examination and
enhancing the examination quality.
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*18 http://www.j-platpat.
inpit.go.jp/

(Service is available, basically,
24 hours including Saturday
and Sunday)
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J-PlatPat
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Screen Image of J-PlatPat (top page)

J-PlatPat

The JPO will completely reform the “Industrial
Property Digital Library (IPDL)" in response to the
user needs which are getting more sophisticated and
diversified, and will newly provide a patent information
providing service named “Japan Platform for Patent
Information (J-PlatPat)”*'® from March, 2015.

The J-PlatPat includes services of gazette retrieval,
reference to information of examination documents,
reference to legal status, etc. for patents, utility models,
designs, and trademarks and has the following features.

@ Enriched search service

@ User-friendly interface

@ Link to Chinese and Korean Gazette Translation

and Search System

@ Link to J-GLOBAL

@ Search service for new-type trademarks including

“Color Per Se Mark™ and “Sound Mark”

In order to provide the wide and enhanced service, the
JPO advances further consideration taking possibilities
of speeding up of an offer of information, reference of
patent family information, cooperation with services of
the many foreign IP agencies, etc. into a field of view.

JPO STATUS REPORT 2015 O ; 9
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Chapter 4 Promotion of Strategic IP Management and Practical Use
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In order to promote strategic IP management and ultization by users, such as companies includ-

ing SMEs, universities, and ventures in both central and local regions, the JPO has been providing

various supports to meet various kinds of needs, including consultaion service, fee reductions, in-

formation provision on intellectual property. In this chapter, some of such measures will be intro-

dued.
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IP Comprehensive Support Counters

(One-Stop Solution Counter for
Consultation on Intellectual Property)

The “IP Comprehensive Support Counters” were
established in each prefecture in April 2011 to give
consultation to SMEs on issues related to intellectual
property.

The IP Comprehensive Support Counters provides a
solution to various issues from the time they create ideas
up to when they establish their business operations
outside Japan without charge and with confidentiality
(1) by practically utilizing specialists including patent
attorneys, lawyers, etc. and (2) in collaboration with
related support organizations.

After the establishment of the IP Comprehensive
Support Counters, the JPO has continued its efforts to
enhance the counter work, and, from FY2014, stationed
periodically the specialist in intellectual property
(@ patent attorney and a lawyer) at all the support
counters in order to strengthen the system to smoothly
respond to special consultation. The specialist visits
positively SMEs which have no experience in using the
support counter until now to raise IP awareness, aiming
at expansion of the use of the support counter.
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Enhancement of Consultation Support for
Trade Secrets and IP Strategies
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Chart 17 : Comprehensive Consulting Support Including Trade Secret Management

BRT
National Police Agency

HEFFRE
Prefectural Police

IPA
Information-technology
Promotion Agency

INPIT (TRPAEHEREER - HHEER)

IP strategies in combination of patent rights etc. and
trade secrets, such as acquisition of patent right and
concealment of intellectual property, and open and
closed strategies, are important in recent years. Then,
the JPO set up the comprehensive one-stop support
on trade secrets and IP strategies especially for SMEs
in cooperation with the National Center for Industrial
Property Information and Training(INPIT).

For the sake of education and public awareness,
the INPIT established "Trade Secrets and Intellectual
Property Strategies Portal Site" in October 2014
and held series of seminars about management and
utilization of trade secrets and IP strategies from
January to March in 2015. In this February, the INPIT
established a consultation service on trade secrets and
IP strategies in cooperation with the National Police
Agency, Information-technology Promotion Agency
(IPA), IP Comprehensive Support Counters, etc.

INPIT (National Center for Industrial Property Information and Training)

EXNEORANGED EXRWEEIER
HEE Trade Secret
Consultation on Management

the damage from Consultation
the leak of trade secrets

O/CHE%
O/C Consultation

& W EE
Advanced Consultation

FRHEEZEEO (ZE57EF)

IP Comprehensive Support Counters (57 places nationwide)

EXTEIEEHN
(VRAIIS)
Trade Secret Management
Consultation (Primary Response)

O/CHEs%
(TRAI)
O/C Consultation
(Primary Response)

LEOFIIEESE / SMEs, etc. Nationwide

—RREIAEER
(EROHEL &)
General Consultation
(about overview of laws etc.)

—AREVIERE

(EEDHER L)
General Consultation
(about overview of laws etc.)
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IP Finance (Activity towards Promotion of the

Finance which Utilizes Intellectual Property)
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Realization of the finance which utilizes intellectual
property raises consciousness of the SMEs which are
less interested in intellectual property, and leads to
expand the utilization of intellectual property. The
SMEs expect to get a good evaluation of intellectual
property (a patent etc.) from a financial institution and
utilize the intellectual property to promote financing.
On the other hand, since there is no “connoisseur”
who can appropriately evaluate the technique, etc. of
the SMEs, in the financial institute, which obstructs the
realization of utilization of the intellectual property in
order to promote financing.

Therefore, the JPO started the measure which
makes the marketability etc. of the business utilizing
intellectual property directly link with the financing of
the financial institution to the SMEs based on evaluation
of the specialist on a third party from June 2014.

Specifically, the JPO started “IP business valuation
report making support (made by an evaluation
organization for free)” and “intellectual capital
management report making support (report making by
a dispatched specialist)” as a model case (51 support
prospects for FY2014).
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Fee Reduction/Exemption for Individual and
SMEs (Reduction of and Exemption from

BRaBEOER)
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Annual Patent Fees/Examination Request Fees)

In order to promote patent applications, of the SMEs,
the JPO reduces or exempts annual patent fees, etc.

Based on the Patent Act, the Industrial Technology
Enhancement Act, the Act on Enhancement of Small
and Medium-sized Enterprises’ Core Manufacturing
Technology, etc. for individuals, companies, R&D-
oriented SMEs, universities etc. on condition that fixed
requirements are satisfied, the JPO reduces 50% annual
patent fees etc.

From April 2014, the JPO newly introduced the
reduction of annual patent fees for small-and-medium-
sized venture companies etc. based on the Industrial
Competitiveness  Enhancement. This measure is
characterized in that, compared to the conventional
measure for reduction/exemption based on the Patent
Act, (1) the target was expanded to small companies
not limited to non-taxable corporation, (2) not only
national application fees but also international
application fees (limited only to the PCT international
application filed in Japanese) have become subject to
reduction/exemption, and (3) the ratio of reduction
is changed from 50% to 1/3.(time period measure by
March 2018).
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Subsidy for Filling Foreign Applications and
Subsidy against Overseas IP Infringements
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(Financial Support to IP Activity Overseas)

Following globalization of commercial scene in
recent years, the opportunity to perform business
overseas also in SMEs etc. increases, and acquisition,
practical use, and protection of intellectual property are
demanded not only in domestic market but also in the
overseas market where the SMEs advance. However,
the acquisition of right in the foreign country is costly in
document preparing, translation, etc., which is the big
burden in respect of funds.

Therefore, the JPO takes the measure which
assists the half the sum of the cost involved in foreign
application for SMEs etc.

In order to support the counterfeiting measures
of SMEs in foreign countries, the JPO also takes the
measure that subsidizes two-thirds of the cost for
creation and sending of a warning document and
investigation by administrative authorities. In other
words, the JPO straightly backs up cost involved in the
IP activity in overseas.

Global IP Data Bank

HEESAMERT -9\ HEEETOEIRAIC
BD2EATEDER ANMEDBIESFEWRIC.ESERY
I DA EBEREBLIEHT D LEBNET HIFHRE
BUITHANTH D,

SRNRBRENETDEEDIC.BANDEE KRR
MEADET > TREY BN DRABHMEEBEHE LI
[BHRINESFZEEL. DT BEL L THRBZERL TV S,
(201451 23KRE5R 1 9841)
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Global IP Data Bank is a website to provide persons
in charge of legal affairs and Intellectual Property at
Japanese companies that operate in emerging countries
with a wide variety of information on Intellectual
Property in each country.

The JPO collects various types of published
information and writes articles, after analyzing and
reviewing the information by conducting surveys on
domestic and global companies and law firms; and by
collecting information in collaboration with overseas
patent firms.(The Number of articles published as of the
end of December 2014 : 984)
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Result of Measures in 2014

% 4 & BRNGSANMESE ERNORE / Chapter 4 Promotion of Strategic

FFIRRE
(HIEA< %2 A > NEIBD3ZIR)

PART
IP Management and Practical Use

Dispatch of Experts

(Support of IP Management Strategy)

BHADEXDERNBHRSHZRELODRRNGERE
FIRL TV ETRAS/NR=2 3> DIBEEN RN (TED DL
ENH 4. BIE SN2 HNM EZHINICRE FR TN
HEBENMEO TEER THD,

DO FFFTINPIT TlE BETOHNMERFERER
E%HI 2NN AWM ETOT 1—F— BN E
TOF 1= — RERFHANMET RN —RORFHAA
T RN —) Z@EAICEEB L. EE P RFZEO AN
BEYRIANEIBL TV,

BN DERL

In order to achieve the sustainable development of
Japanese industries and maintaining their international
competitiveness, it is necessary to efficiently advance
the creation of innovation. Then, IP strategies are very
important to strategically protect and utilize intellectual
property that has been created.

Based on this, the JPO and the INPIT provide
companies and universities with support for IP
management by assigning experts, who have a wide
variety of practical experience in intellectual property
such as in private companies, (e.g. Intellectual Property
Producers, Global Intellectual Property Producers,
University Network Intellectual Property Advisers,
and Intellectual Property Advisers for Public Research
Organizations) in the right places.

IP Human Resources Development

HREHS(TEFR TS O-NILAMAM P REES
SOHHYRIANAMZERT B2DIC(E EBHEDHY
BB N U BRI CEE LM SIS ICRI T 2HREE
BRENICRETESDENDETH D, Z_ T 2014FENS
CEREHBENESEREEWRICIHET DT ZLADKE.
BT — 2771 W EDEMBFE R OIRGETHME DRI S % 1
LTWWB.F/ 2015FENSF RBICLBAHUHE DT
SLDREICEFI .

In order to foster global IP human resources which can
be active in the world stage and IP management human
resources which includes management layer, providing
opportunities to be able to learn comprehensive
knowledge about foreign IP system and trends and
knowledge about IP strategy closely with business
strategy, is necessary. From FY 2014, intended for
managers such as corporate management executives,
the JPO has carried out development of training
programs, development of teaching materials such as
IP case file, and has implemented training to test the
effectiveness of the developed programs. In addition
to that, from FY2015, the JPO will start development of
the IP educational program in English.
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EREFEFTORRRBERZ Efforts through Opinion Exchange Session

18 U 7ZHE between Companies and the JPO

BT CR.SEDANYEEFEPEEBRRZFICHITS The JPO holds opinion exchange sessions between
BEASDT—AEEAWICIBET oSS REASD-—2  companies in and outside the country and industry

(KT B BN S RORBHATEORMEE O Eo2atoNs every year for the purpose of grasping
specific needs from the companies regarding to IP-right

TY LN, BRSO CERDHEORERRRE system, examination policy and etc., and of showing the
BERELTVS, JPO’s current state and future response to the needs

BHTRE. BHRERUSE BHHICE320146E0  TOM the companies specifically.
o " The number of times of the opinion exchange session
BERXBRA JHEN FEEBDI,
RAREDERAI A4S 0ERREER R in FY2014, where the Commissioner of the JPO, the

Deputy Commissioner, and each of the Examination
Department and the Trial and Appeal Department
attended, was around 430 times in total.

35 A O 1Rfiff -BEAREERF v > R—2

column : Anti-Counterfeiting Campaign

A FODITEEP A>9I —F v EORE 25T BB DS ARG ERIRICES
WESEML LEEL TV S, ZU T RRBRA 201 46 (CRE L [HMNEAEICBI T 45
HER/AECLDERMBOBAZTRI 2OEEOENEH HAMERICZFHZEDD
ABIEBR THEY ARAEL T ARG SBRAREMN CO (TR EEF B OEBEES =M
DAEERDNEN 5D, 201 4FEDEM B BRIRER T v> X~ | TR EFEE
BERI—TYREU [ZEE/F DDA ZFryFIE—ICU T F - % B,

In recent years, counterfeit and pirated products have been becoming so
complex and widespread that people tend to sustain more serious damage from
them, with more sophisticated tricks and vicious transactions on the Internet
leading to an increase in the number of victims. However, according to the special
public opinion poll on intellectual property conducted by the Cabinet Office in
2014, the results revealed that more than 40% of the respondents accepted the
purchase of counterfeit products, although the number of such respondents is
tending to decline, showing that raising consumers’ awareness of buying genuine
products through anti-counterfeiting campaigns and other means is still significant
for Japan to improve their attitudes toward counterfeit products. In FY2014, the
JPO conducted the campaign, focusing on raising young people’s awareness of
the campaign in particular, under the slogan titled “Fakes are not Kawaii!”

—eE/i }Q g

ij\b[,\(fd,l,\' .
NG Vo

BRNAL N mang
\ w7

BYAw { -

h \.\:f 7 '.-\ | i.

TR 26 FREF ¥ R—2

FY2014 Campain Slogan
http://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2014/1201_03.html
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Chapter 5 Revision of Act in 2014

SHI10ETHRESO [ANHELE| 288 CEELTVWS [HABEEE] RO RN EBERICET 28R At
(WITNH2013F6B-FERTE) DERBGRITDEDICIATD1.O~ @R U EEN—E%IET 3/EEEZ
20145381 1BICEBEREL. £ 1860BEERICIRE. BIFE48258(CTR-KILL. 5B 14B(CF /26 F A1
FE36SELTRAENI [ETRIF. 201 5F4R1HBEFEL TV, 220, M RAEIEOEREADIETE (FEL1.@)
([ZDWTIF. 201458 B 1HICHETLU @HEANO—IEHRZTIREE I3 12— T eEREADIIAICEIF 75 (FEE 1.3)
[EDWVWTIE V13— T WEREN BEARICDOWTHHZE T EHTH 52015558 13HDETZFEL TV,

For the steady execution of the “Strategy for Revival of Japan” and the “Basic Policy on IP Strat-
egy” (both were decisions of Cabinet in June 2013), aiming at the best “IP-based Nation” in the
world in next ten years, the “Act for Partial Amendment to the Patent Act” was decided in the
Cabinet on March 11, 2014, with the following W~ @ being main issues. The “Act for Partial
Amendment to the Patent Act” was submitted to the 186th ordinary Diet sessions, approved and
established on April 25, and announced as Act No. 36 on May 14 in 2014. The day of enforce-
ment thereof is scheduled on April 1, 2015. However, expansion of the registration subject of
the regional collective trademarks (following @) was implemented on August 1, 2014, and the
procedure implementing to the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement (following ®) which enables
applications for design protection to be filed in multiple countries at one time is scheduled on the
effective date of the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement in Japan.(May 13, 2015)

ALY T WM EZBEE L Reviewing Laws toward Making IP System

EHIENRE L More User-Friendly

Establishment of New
0 = MR RERPIHIE] ORI “Patent Opposition System”

BHFEODFRARELZTREET B2t ST DWIE T, In order to enable stable patent rights to be granted
S REETHSARINT AL S S my =y sz - carlier, a new “Patent Opposition System” will be

established under the revised Patent Act. In addition, in

DWTH. FEREZFEER [z E w107,
COFRSEASHRNOHCRSREDERET the revised Patent Act, the demandant is limited to only
the interested person in the trial for patent invalidation

system.

E= 1 FETRBOBRI THIE DRI
Chart 18 : Establishment of New Patent Opposition System

SHRIER
Established This Time
WEFRERISE (—EHR)
Period during which Patent Opposition
Can Be Requested (Fixed Period)

. AT - RESH SSEFRBPITHIE
SRR == Decision to Grant a Patent / Registration of Patent Opposition System
R t for Examinati Examination
equest for Examination Establishment of Patent Right (anyone can request)

EEY
nt Invalidation
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Expansion of Scope of Relief Measures

Firae I 2EICKEDHISTHET NEBHAFEUERCT,
RRGRENIEH T BN STDIIE T3 ERREVSERIEC
MU KB CBADODHE L) HEDPOEFBVERNEL

FalCE R FHHBOIERZ T I 5%, fIEFAED
FEHDE LICET 2REBBEDEREIT O,

EHENO—{EHEZTEET S
T 12— TWEBEA DA [CEIT =335

In order to stipulate prompt relief measures when
a person who takes proceedings comes to have the
reason which should be relieved, e.g. when the
person is involved in a disaster, the relief measures are
expanded in the revised Act to improve convenience of
those who use the system to enable prompt extension
of a procedure period according to the Patent Law
Treaty when the unavoidable reasons occur by, for
example, a disaster (including an overseas disaster) etc.

Efforts to Accede to the Geneva Act of
the Hague Agreement Concerning the
International Registration of Industrial
Designs

BEQCEHERLECETZEHBEAOIZNERL. BT
T>DHEEO—BOEREREZRET ERHNS. SODMIE
T P1x—THWEREICEIES BHBECHLTREE—E
LR B7-H DIREDEIFET ol B T BERICH(T2RE
ZRHBHEICOVW T IBEICEDSBYICEESE T BN
REDEMBET I,
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In the aspect of cost reduction for an applicant
who files design application abroad and promotion
of more internationalization of a product having an
excellent design, it is ruled in the revised Design Act
that applications for design protection can be filed
to multiple countries at one time according to the
Geneva Act. In addition, it is ruled that the international
application based on the Geneva Act which seeks
protection in Japan is to be appropriately subjected to
examination under the Design Act.
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Result of Measures in 2014
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Mg 7S > RIC K BitEiEE b
MISEF RO SR EFDIRTE

PART

Utilizing Regional Brands to Revitalize
Local Communities; and Expanding
Scope of Entities Eligible for Registration
of the Regional Collective Trademarks

ERNMECHIHT S > NOF

ek S EAEROEREFRIEEBEES CRERD
HEEF. BXEBEEGEDRBDERICKVRISNHES
ROZNITABHE T 2HEDEANBREN TV GEE B IR,
BIRBMNROREIFEFEBEAN (NPOEN) A F/IC il
TIUROERCE) & EEMEFCEBL TV BB
EILTWBIENS. SODUWIETIF. NSO FE L
FEROSREFITENL. B1E3OSHR)

Examples of Currently Spreading Regional Brands

BNENGED INGEF—TF 1))
(NPO SENNGEF ) —THR)

“Olive Oil from Shodoshima” Shodoshima,
Kagawa Prefecture

(NPO Shodoshima Olive Associate)

[BEIC[EIFOHLLITTD
ARORENEA

Under the old Act, entities eligible for the registration
of the regional collective trademarks were limited to
associations which are founded by special laws, such
as business cooperative associations, agricultural
cooperative  associations,  fisheries  cooperative
associations, and overseas legal entities equivalent to
the associations founded by special laws. In recent
years, many commerce and industry associations,
chambers of commerce and industry, and specified
non-profit organizations (NPO) have been promoting
regional brands and helping revitalize their local
communities. Therefore, in the revised Trademark Act,
these organizations are added to entities eligible for
registration of the regional collective trademarks. (See
to Chapter 1 3@).

Introduction of the Protection for Non-
traditional Trademarks such as “Color”,
“Sound”, etc.

LWL 1 T OEE (B E R

HAGEDSORE-—IHBEELLTLBERNS. SO0
SIE Tl BCME TLRENREGOTVDBEPBE LD
ERICDOV T BERDBEREADRENRICEN T DEEBIC,
ERFREFCOV T EDRE DEMHET /.

Non-traditional Trademarks (Examples of Trademarks Registered Overseas)

1) BEOEIR
Color Trademark

Australian Registration
No0.749403 7-Eleven, Inc.

2) EOBEHR

Sound Trademark

EU Registration No. 2529618
Hisamitsu Pharmaceutical Co., Inc.

i 3) BIEOEIE

4) K075 LOEIR
Hologram Trademark

Motion Trademark

Based on the background that trademark protection
for non-traditional trademarks is more needed from
Japanese companies, in the revised Trademark Act,
the non-traditional trademarks such as color, sound,
etc. which have already been protected widely in
other countries are also subjected to protection by the
Trademark Act of Japan. In the revised Act, necessary
rules for application procedure, etc. are established.

5) i EDEE
Position Trademark

EU Registration No.12210571
TORAY INDUSTRIES, INC.

1%#ES2824251
SHEBIHEHKART
U.S. registration No.2824251
YOSHIDA METAL INDUSTRY CO., LTD.

8 N1V EFRES30453263

L7 52V e D

German Registration N0.30453263
Nikon Corporation

(fEFRAN
(usage examples)
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FRIROEZ@ LEER7=HD
HETHENREL

Review of the Patent Attorney System for
Improving Quality of Experts

RETHAL)—EBERELT —E AR TIEBREERT S
72 SEOUWIETIE [HNNMEICETIEMR] ELTOR
BEOEa ORI T 1 7 7RETOEBEBN TSZED
ALz T 2R ETOEFDIBFTTEFICDOVTHED
REDEBEIT I,

ZDfth

In order to enable patent attorneys to provide a
high level of services, in the revised Patent Attorney
Act, the mission of patent attorneys as “experts
about intellectual property” is clarified and consulting
services in a process of developing ideas before filing
applications is stipulated as patent attorneys’ business.

Others

BAEEDOERRBZRET N PCTEREEDOFHRD
B2 EEOE EDZH. SEDWIETIE BEEREFFTH
FIEIBHPCT ERERICIRS tE RO ORI EFEC
W BFHRHIOWT . BAEREFTICN T 3FHHE—ETO
A 7ZTIREE T BTc D DIRTE DEMHZIT o7z,

IR ERBAENERE DIRE

In order to promote expansion of Japanese
companies’ business globally, improvement in further
convenience of the procedure of PCT international
application is required. To this end, with respect
to the PCT international application filed with the
JPO, the JPO modified necessary regulations about
the fees for foreign international authorities etc. to
enable applicants to pay these fees in the same way
as domestic fees, in the revised Act on International
Applications under the PCT.

Considering a New IP System

TEOAY Y NERIBEOT T2 TH
Wil 3 &S BEERAHEOREL

Revising the Employee Invention System to
Combine Advantages for Companies with
Incentives for Inventors.

TRICF DM EFFAEE S ERADMERAREDN 7B Z
B5SFE HEADT /NR—23>DRREBO>TND, 70-/N)L
BENBILT DD CEDOREBICLDEPFEEMLDD.
RENTR- WEICHM BB ERET 2N UETH D,

ZDFIBFRRDP . [BAFBEEEIE] 2151201 40 [HHEE
HESTE2014] (CBEV T BEDOAYNEHEBED 1 > >
T4 7 HEILT DL OBEBHEFENRELICOVLTEITS
NTWBECA 2014F3FKVEXBEEZRANHMED
BRI HENEERCHSV THBREBREDEVSICDONT
FBRZTV.2015F 1B FA/NEERICTRIEEDENTE
MEBERRUI. CONBeBERLFFEZFD—E%
WET2EEE]IZEF3F138ICEABREL.H1890@ER
ERCREL.
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R&D activities in the private sector make up
approximately 70% of the total amount invested in R&D
in Japan. Needless to say, companies’ R&D activities
provide sources of innovation in Japan. As global
competitiveness is intensifying, companies need to
implement their IP strategies in a swift and appropriate
manner, while at the same time encourage their
employees to create inventions.

Under such circumstances, both the Revised Japan
Revitalization Strategy 2014 and the Intellectual
Property Promotion Plan 2014 suggested that the
employee invention system should be revised so as to
ensure a good balance is reached in terms of combining
advantages for companies with incentives for inventors.
The Patent System Subcommittee under Intellectual
Property Committee under Industrial Structure Council,
the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry began
deliberating the employee invention system in March
2014, finally compiling and publishing a report in
January 2015. The Japanese Cabinet on March 13,
2015 approved a bill establishing the Act for Revising the
Patent Act and Others that reflects the above mentioned
report. The Act was submitted to the 189th ordinary
session of Diet.
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ETRIEF OE ([T 7=4RET

PART

Considering Fee Revisions

REFRIEZEEC DOV T BHFHEZ D EE1T27/22008F
REPAIEADMAICH W T [ THRSF =B LIZIBE(C
BVTEITORRICDOV TR ZENA . ZDBRICEDNT
MNEREBZ#TDHNDET D ESNTH. F. 20145
7BICRESNI AN ERESTE2014] 2BV TH[EIC
A /NRN=23>DIRECETIHRNTHEHEE T
BELZRFAL MNELEBEZHET D CEETNTVS,

ZIT ANMEROIRG HBZICRIEESZDAEE
BEL. AN EEONBIEAZ B RERR IR
EHEER BN FHFHNEEOUECOVT FHFHIENE
BRTEFZTVW.2015F1R. B/INEERICTRNEEDS
NIEREBERKRUIc. CONBERBERZ[FFHEZO—8%
WIEY %A EE | Z2FE38138ICEFRAREL. E1800ERE
ERCREU.

1-H-OFREEZERT HEFERORY
BIREICEET 32 2 HR— LRENAICET 4&Ed

The Supplementary Provisions of the 2008 Amendment
to the Patent Act stipulate that the state of patent fees
revisions will be reviewed five years after the revisions
have been implemented, and that any necessary
measures will be taken based on the review. The
Intellectual Property Promotion Plan 2014 states that the
patent fee system should be reviewed and revised to
make it more effective in terms of advancing innovation,
and that any necessary measures should be taken.

Thus, in order to reduce the financial burden on
companies to obtain and maintain IP rights, as well as to
enhance companies’ competitiveness and revitalize the
economy, the Patent System Subcommittee deliberated
on patent fees, finally compiling and publishing a report
in January 2015. The Japanese Cabinet on March 13,
2015 approved a bill establishing the Act for Revising the
Patent Act and Others that reflects the above mentioned
report. The Act was submitted to the 189th ordinary
session of Diet.

Considering acceding to the Patent Law
Treaty and the Singapore Treaty on

the Law of Trademarks, which reduce
procedural workload on users

B EFA S (Patent Law Treaty:PLT) RO BEZEICE
I3 HR—)LE#K (Singapore Treaty on the Law of
Trademarks:STLT) 3. EEICKWEBZDENEEFHOD
H—ICEO T HBEADEBBRAROFREABICRIESHE
BRUHREADFEED L 2R2EREN TH 2.

BB L VORUNGEE DA D EA TH. 20135F
128ICIFKEAPLTICIIA T 3% FiiE O EBEHNHIE
FODN—BEHSNTLZPT. HAELTH, BRENGHIE
AR DOD HEI-—F—DHEEFHECHNBEEDE
B2ERE. FEHOBH _ L2RZ N BERONORHOINAE
FRRITDIENBEUTHB7H MAICRDEREDERE G
RBEUSECOVWTHTHE/NEEBR TR ZITL. 20155F
1A BINEERICTEVEEDONICHREEZ LK LIZ.ZD
NBEeBFRAFFEZED—BZtE T 3EEE]ZEF38
13BICAEFEREL. B 189m@EERICIRE U,

The Patent Law Treaty (PLT) and the Singapore Treaty
on the Law of Trademarks (STLT) are international
treaties designed to harmonize application procedures
that currently differ from country to country. Their aims
are to reduce users’ workload and lessen requirements
in terms of deadlines, so as to make procedures more
user-friendly.

International harmonization in terms of procedures
is further advancing. For example, the U.S. acceded to
the PLT in December 2013, following some European
countries, where a large number of applications are filed.
Since it would be desirable for Japan also to accede to
both treaties as early as feasible, and to promote this
movement so as to further reduce users’ workload
and make procedures more user-friendly, the JPO had
the Patent System Subcommittee discuss the specific
items of Japanese domestic laws that will need to be
revised in order for Japan to accede to both treaties.
The Subcommittee compiled and published a report
in January 2015. The Japanese Cabinet on March 13,
2015 approved a bill establishing the Act for Revising the
Patent Act and Others that reflects the above mentioned
report. The Act was submitted to the 189th ordinary
session of Diet.
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Quality Policy on Patent Examination

ERNCERESNZBOEVVEFEF EH DY/ O— NI BBERRESTIEL. A /AN—2 3> #(BET
5L CEBTT.CORERIY—F. . IOLEEDBVRHFENDRTECAT-HFEE  DRESENE
FRAERUEED T HFHTE. CHORER)—(CE DV HRREREDFHFBENDRIRICEUAE
AETFHABEICEDZIETOREEBF. HHTO)—F -y TROSEDO T BLETREERZ/HE. L
TOERRACH - TEEEBEZEITLUET,

REFT3. 70— /N AN EREESTE T N BICEYPICBSB VBRI EFEPORKIML NI CHTRD
BECREGOHENBEDLSZH/HA. MRIOBAT ERAREEERELET.

RT3 B BH RO RORFHECENZ A DBRICET LD FHFEAICH I DBEN=—
ZPHFERRELEEL TV EET  HFFARCHANZ2TOREB. BEA- REASZEOETREBZREE
BT DD R ERRUBERESDIREH RV AT BAMERU—BIEDHHHEAZTVET,

BT FTEEICEN22TOBREBNEDO LICHT2EH D . BENSE T 5HLDHHTEE
DEOBE LCEFZERBEELET . o FEFHlEICED SN2 LR NEREERFAL. HEIL THirEa
DEOHER B LERHWET

BTV SASACET2EENGEEZEBNCHET LI BRABEERBRE BN DR
(SR TBEICK ERNRHABTENBEDG LICEBMULET .

BT ERRSREDHAFTEZHHRNICIRET B1CHC IRKIBECEH D ORRICEERED
B-IRUEHEAELTVEET,

BHATE HERBECIHMEZBUTAMDBERZHN 36 HHERICENSZETOHREDEENG
MEAZEML. BEDHHE-EEHDE EZHUET,

BT . CORBRIY—EEHNCLE1—L. ZOBBEEEMEERICHR-m LELTLEET,

TR265E38 HFFT

1 RANEE(PCT ERLERICHIIERFIERVERFREBEESC.) RURAHRREIMEHES OERZ BT S
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Appendixes

Globally reliable patents of high quality are important for supporting smooth business expansion worldwide and
promoting innovation.

This quality policy outlines the fundamental principles of quality management in patent examination! in order to grant
the aforementioned high-quality patents. Based on this quality policy, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) is committed to
achieving patent examination that is the utmost quality in the world. Under the leadership and participation of the top
management, all staff involved in patent examination perform their work in compliance with the following fundamental
principles, demonstrating a strong sense of responsibility and motivation.

We grant robust, broad and valuable patents:

In order to enhance intellectual property protection worldwide, the JPO grants robust patents that will not be
invalidated afterward; broad patents that have coverage matching the extent of the technical levels of inventions and
their disclosure; and valuable patents that are recognized around the world.

We meet wide-ranging needs and expectations:

The JPO understands and respects broad-ranging needs of and expectations for patent examination so that it may
contribute to the benefit of Japanese society and the satisfaction of people connected with the patent system. All staff
involved in patent examination perform patent examination with fairness, transparency, and consistency in accordance
with principles such as treaties, laws, regulations and guidelines, communicating with applicants, patent attorneys and
other persons concerned in a positive manner.

We all dedicate ourselves to improving quality, cooperating with concerned persons and parties:

The JPO raises awareness on improving the quality of patent examination in all staff involved in patent examination
and promotes initiatives that improve quality, in which all staff play an active role. Furthermore, the JPO maintains
cooperative relationships with all persons and parties connected with the patent system, collaborating with them to
uphold and improve the quality of patent examination.

We contribute to improving the quality of patent examination globally:

The JPO contributes to the improvement of quality in terms of patent examination globally through actively promoting
international initiatives on patent examination and providing foreign patent offices with useful information on patent
examination conducted at the JPO.

We continually improve operations:

In order to continually provide patent examination of the utmost quality in the world, the JPO improves operations by
staying aware of current situations and taking a flexible approach to planning and proposing various measures.

We raise the knowledge and capabilities of our staff:

The JPO raises the level of knowledge and capabilities of all staff involved in patent examination not only through
cultivating human resources, by having all staff conduct their daily work and participate in training, but also through
encouraging them to learn on their own.

The JPO periodically reviews this policy on quality, so as to always maintain and even further improve its rationale and
effectiveness.

March 2014
Japan Patent Office

=1 Patent examination means examination of inventions (including international searches and international preliminary examinations) and

establishment of Reports of Utility Model Technical Opinion.
JPO STATUS REPORT 2015 O 9 5
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Quality Policy on Design Examination

EERNICEBESN2BNEVEREEF. FEH D7 O/ EBERRESEL. 7/ N— 3>z EET
B ETEETY,

COBRERIZ—F. IOUEBEDBVWEREDRECATLEEFSENREBEDELRAUNERLLE
DT HHT R CORER)Y—(CEDVWT . EREERENEEFTENERICRVEAAFT . BFEH
[CEADZ2TORER BBD)—F -y TRUOSBED M. BOEEREERERFS LU TOEERRACHKES
TEEFRBEFTLET.

REFT3. 70— NNV EREE BTN RICENCRSBVEBSEBEDRIELNIICRED
EFHBEDLSZHA  HBRIOBAIT2ERLGREEZRELET .

FHF B BHRONEROBESRZCENZHLDBRICET SR BEFAEICHIDBEN=—
APHFEERELEEL TV EET . BEEFACHANZ2TORE. BEA- REASZEOETREBEZHEE
BICRY DD R ERRUBERESDIRE TRV AT BAMERO—BIHEDH2EEFAZTVET,

BT BEEFEEICEN22TOBRENEDO LICHT2EH R . BENSEH T SHLADREFEE
NBEQBELEICAFZEREZHELE T Fe BEFECEDZ AL EHNBRZERAL. BEHLTREEE
DEOHER; B LERHWET

BT RESACET2EENGEEZEBNCHET 5L BRABEERBREBADRTT
[CIRFETBEICK) FRENCEEFTENEDG LICEBMULET .

BT ERRESRENEESEZHHRNICIRHET B1CH L RKIEEICEH D ORRICEERED
B URU EBELELTVEET,

BHATE HERBECIHMEZBUTAMDERZHN3EEHIC. BEEEICENZETOHBEDEENG
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Appendixes

Globally reliable design rights of high quality are important for supporting smooth business expansion worldwide and
promoting innovation.

This quality policy outlines the fundamental principles of quality management in design examination in order to grant
the aforementioned high-quality design rights. Based on this quality policy, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) is committed
to achieving design examination that is the utmost quality in the world. Under the leadership and participation of

the top management, all staff involved in design examination perform their work in compliance with the following
fundamental principles, demonstrating a strong sense of responsibility and motivation.

We grant robust, broad and valuable design rights:

In order to enhance intellectual property protection worldwide, the JPO grants robust design rights that will not be
invalidated afterward; broad design rights that have coverage matching the extent of the creative levels of designs; and
valuable design rights that are recognized around the world.

We meet wide-ranging needs and expectations:

The JPO understands and respects broad-ranging needs of and expectations for design examination so that it may
contribute to the benefit of Japanese society and the satisfaction of people connected with the design registration
system. All staff involved in design examination perform design examination with fairness, transparency, and
consistency in accordance with principles such as treaties, laws, regulations and guidelines, communicating with
applicants, patent attorneys and other persons concerned in a positive manner.

We all dedicate ourselves to improving quality, cooperating with concerned persons and parties:

The JPO raises awareness on improving the quality of design examination in all staff involved in design examination
and promotes initiatives that improve quality, in which all staff play an active role. Furthermore, the JPO maintains
cooperative relationships with all persons and parties connected with the design registration system, collaborating with
them to uphold and improve the quality of design examination.

We contribute to improving the quality of design examination globally:

The JPO contributes to the improvement of quality in terms of design examination globally through actively promoting
international initiatives on design examination and providing foreign intellectual property offices with useful information
on design examination conducted at the JPO.

We continually improve operations:

In order to continually provide design examination of the utmost quality in the world, the JPO improves operations by
staying aware of current situations and taking a flexible approach to planning and proposing various measures.

We raise the knowledge and capabilities of our staff:

The JPO raises the level of knowledge and capabilities of all staff involved in design examination not only through
cultivating human resources, by having all staff conduct their daily work and participate in training, but also through
encouraging them to learn on their own.

The JPO periodically reviews this policy on quality, so as to always maintain and even further improve its rationale and
effectiveness.

August 2014
Japan Patent Office

JPO STATUS REPORT 2015 O 9 ;



BHIREECRAT2mER) S —

Quality Policy on Trademark Examination

ARG ERSICHAVT. BEOEE - RBEZMADER RBLHHTHLODRHTLHY . B&E-RBED
—EN@REXIFEERILL. T BR - RBOLSELDOREERZITENTY,

BEEOBREDEAZTBEL TZOBENREERELHBEENBREERL OREFEHEMBITITD
CENTEBELDICTBEHICF AFEEICHVTIEDNRUBREEELED T BESNIEIREOHRE
PRLUMECEL T AEEIDEREETHICHBEL. —ERRUBHRLEEE T 2FAETOENNETT,

COBERY—F RE. BEESENBAL TV SREEHERL. 77V ROREETR R OHEFB DA
BIEANDERICHIT T . BRBEOEZHR O LI 31O DREEENEARRRNERLIZHDTT .

BTICBT2BEEEICEDIBE—A— AP BBOU—S -2y TROUSED T RVEARER
ML U TOERNRRCOOESTEEBFRHEEFITLET,

REF T3 B BEERVEFNNSETOI LR BFEDEY)GERZRUILEREOREIDFEE. O
WTR TSV ROREBRNUEEE DHBEEEOMBLICERUET .

RT3 RO OEDROBIRERERES OB TRV EBIEPELMEE CRAL T BREIOEREE T+
DICHBEL. —BUEROEHNEEEI2BREAETVET.

BT BEEEORBRMERVFRIEEEEHIH. EENCHFEEEESOBHORBELZR
HLETFL BEE—A—AF BFEABICEATIHAREERICIN HEN THENEZELLZ. H D,
ENESESET 2. Oh P T VIEBERBHNEFZERLET . cNSZEL BRA-AEBAFLNIZD
=23 RD AEHEONRREZR)ET,

BT BRAECEAD3 SV ENBRTELBREHLEL. TNODBREEEHICE AN ER
BEEDEZO LI 2D DMERICEVEMET .

AREEICEOIHME—A— A BLADEEEBPEEVXIAVNEBRICEHLCRRICHERET L
B BTG FHEL . FHDUETRELET .

BHTE. BCOEFZCIHEZRBLTAMDEREZRZ LI BREEICHENIBE—A— A BE
RS AZITOCEICR EBFITICHEERDHHMVEENDB LZRUET,

BT . CORBR)Y—EEHNICLE1— L. ZOEBREEEMUEERICHR - ELTLEET,

TR265F88 HEFT

O 9 8 JPO STATUS REPORT 2015



Appendixes

A trademark is a mark to distinguish one’s goods and services from any other persons’ goods and services. It
guarantees a certain level of quality of goods and services and serves as an advertisement for goods and services.

It is imperative for the JPO to conduct trademark examination to determine the existence or not of distinctive features,
similarity of filed trademarks and so on, with consistency and objectivity in accordance with laws, regulations and the
Trademark Examination Guidelines. The JPO also must conduct trademark examination by sufficiently researching the
actual status of the commercial transactions related to such trademarks. Consequently, trademarks are able to fulfil
their roles based on business operators utilizing their trademark rights, and doing so makes smooth consumption by
consumers possible based on trust in the trademarks.

This quality policy outlines the fundamental principles of quality management in terms of maintaining and upgrading
the quality of trademark examination and contributing to the protection and enhancement of brands and the smooth
consumption of goods and services.

Under the leadership and participation of top management, each and every staff member involved in trademark
examination in the JPO is to perform work in compliance with the following fundamental principles, demonstrating a
strong sense of responsibility and motivation.

We contribute to the protection and enhancement of brands and the smooth consumption of goods and services:

The JPO performs appropriate trademark examination and grants trademark rights, enabling trademarks to fulfil their
role based on the adequate utilization of trademark rights by their rights holders and contributing to the protection
and enhancement of brands and the smooth consumption of goods and services by consumers.

We conduct consistent and objective trademark examination:

The JPO conducts trademark examination to determine the existence or not of distinctive features, similarities and
so on, with consistency and objectivity in conformity to treaties, laws, regulations and the Trademark Examination
Guidelines; and by sufficiently researching the actual status of commercial transactions.

We promote the utilization of the trademark system by closely communicating with applicants:

In order to enhance the transparency and predictability of trademark examination, the JPO constantly reviews the
guiding principles of the Trademark Examination Guidelines. Individual examiners formulate logical and persuasive
written notifications that anyone can easily understand, supporting the acquisition of rights. Based on these points, the
JPO enhances close communication with applicants, etc. and promotes the utilization of the trademark system.

We actively share information with relevant persons inside and outside Japan in order to
improve the quality of trademark examination:

The JPO shares information with people connected with the trademark system and works to implement initiatives for
improving the quality of trademark examination by putting such information to practical use.

We consistently improve operations:

Each and every staff member involved in trademark examination continually deliberates and evaluates the operations
of trademark examination and examination management to improve our operations, never feeling satisfied with the
status quo.

We raise the knowledge and capabilities of our staff:

The JPO cultivates human resources involved in trademark examination by having them conduct their daily work and
attend training programs. At the same time, each and every staff member involved in trademark examination is to raise
the level of knowledge on and capabilities in trademark examination by initiating his/her own voluntary efforts.

The JPO periodically reviews this policy on quality, so as to always maintain and even further improve its rationale and
effectiveness.

August 2014
Japan Patent Office
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